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F our government has purſued the courſe diftated by the ſpirit of our revolution; 

if good government requires the ſubjugation of one half of the community; if re- 
publicans have deſerved the laſhes and contempt which have been moſt liberally dealt 
to them in this State for eleven yeare; or if the ſpirit of perſecution has ſubſided : 
then the writer of theſe pages has been extremely unfortunate in the choice of his 
ſubject. | | ; | 


But Intolerance, with its hydra heads, ſtill roams about the ſtate, and no mercy is 
ſhe wn to thoſe, who doubt the wiſdom of the preſent adminiftration The efforts of 
an indivilual are feeble when oppoſed to the phalanx waich ſtand prepared to cruſh, | 
in its infancy, freedom of enquity and diſcuſſion. If theſe ſentiments, claiming no | | 
high parentage, ſhould fail of gaining the. patronage of zumbers in the ſtate, they will 
de unable to endure even through the ſhort period which generally bounds the exiſ- 
tence of ſuch ephemeral productions. 


Theſe pages preſent the corner - ſtone of an Amxzzrcan PALACE, and the dark 
wult where are to be entombed, in eternal fleep, the liberties and hopes of this, and 
future generations. The foundation of a MoNnaxcnr is already laid in 6 per cent. 
3 per cent. and deferred ſtock, in millions of civil liſt and indirect taxation! The 
ariſtocracies already formed, are to be the pillars of this magnificent building. The 
glory of this latter hauſe is to tranſcend that of the edifice of freedom, which, erected 
on the ruins of palaces, lately preſented a maſſy colonnade of human bones. What 
infant, in his nurſe's arms, is to be the progenitor of an illuſtrious race of AMERICAN 
MoNARCHS, is yet unknown. | | 


Are ſuch ſuggeſtions to be lightly regarded when it is now known, that a number 
of men, who have been our political leaders, were holding their meetings in the year 
1787, to contrive ways and means for the eftabliſhment of what they termed, 
A Confederated Monarchy ? When we read the ſpeech of general Hamilton, in the Fe 
deral Convention, and now find him at the head of our army? When we hear our 5 
leading men avow, that this country can never be governed without an Hereditary 
Monarch When we ſee the appropriate plans of Monarchy adopted by adminiſtration ? 
When we read the federal papers filled with reſſe ions on liberty and republicaniſm, 
and with praiſes of Monarchical government ? When Fenno, the mouth-piece of the 


federal party, has juſt publithed a ſcheme of a Federated, Prefidential, Monarchical 
Ariſiocracy ? ; 


In the following pages I have endeavored to repreſent truly the tendency of the 
leading meaſures of our government; and even if one half of my poſitions and conclu- 
ſions be juſt, a Monarchy is decidedly before us. The men now in place have been the 
contrivers or advocates of theſe meaſures. If the people approve the means and the 
end, they will doubtleſs continue the inſtruments in operation; otherwiſe a new elec- 
tion will open to republicans a new and moſt deſirable proſpect. | 


Our ſouthern brethren wonder that Connecticut, once the garden of liberty, ſhould 
now appear to be the hot - bed of ariſtocracy that Connecticut, internally the 
moſt democratic ſtate in the union or in the world —a ſtate, where the opinions of the 


Indirect taxation was ſtiled by the old Congreſs, * The Lorrar of all Free States.” 
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people have governed for more than a century where government is leſs expenſive 
and energetic than in any other ſtate and where diſtinction of rank is hardly known, 
ſhould be attached to expenſive, energetic and ariſtocratic meaſures, tending to hum. 
ble the pes ple and to create odious diſtinctions: But the people of Connecticut have 
not deſerved to loſe the confidence of republicans : They are radically attached to the 
principles of 1776, and to the declaration of independence, and are mortal foes to 
hereditary monarchy ; but by certain operations of federal policy, (as will be ſeen in 
the appendix) the people have no opportunity to expreſs their opinions on federal men 
and meaſures. | | 


If atheiſm and modern philoſophy prevailed in the ſtate, there might be ſome fear 
of the fin il prevalence of ariſtocracy ; but there is not an atheiſt in the tate, nor a fingle 
moilern phil:ſopher among toe republican party. Deiſm is not prevalent ; yet there are 
deiſts in both parties, whoſe infidelity has originated from caufes wholly unconnected 
with politics. It has been ſuſpected that ſome of the leading clergy wiſh to com- 
bine Church and State; but the body of the clergy, though they have preached Ro- 
biſon and Barruel rather freely, have good intentions, and as faſt as they ſhall diſcover 
the tendency of our II to be anairft religion, they will become good republicans. 
In the ſtate are ſome hypocrites, who carry their religion to market, and are willing 
to take pay for it in * offices and honors; yet the number of theſe is ſmall and 
will probably decreaſe. . | 


For eleven years freedom of the preſs and of opinion has been reſtrained; federal 
meaſures have been preſented to the people, highly cclored and embelliſhed with cuts; an 
habitual confidence in the ſtate repreſentation * been extended to the federal repre- 
 ſertation: After the exertions of the revolutionary war, the people, habitually in- 

duſtrious, retired to their farms and occupations, and the calm, which naturally 
ſucceeds the turbulence of war, ſuperinduced by federal opiates, -has hitherto pre- 
ſerved them in a ſtate of peacetul ſubmiſſion to the conſtituted authorities 


But a ſenſon bas now arrived, when © a little more ſleep, a little more ſlumber, 

a little more folding of the hands to ſleep,” and they aſſuredly wake to a ftate of 

folitical rum more dreadful to freemen than the ruins of empires. Our people are 

now rapidly declaring themſelves on the republican fide : The tendency of meaſures 

has rouſed them, and we ſhall finally prove to the world, that as Connecticut was 

among the firſt o aſſert, ſhe will be among the laſt to reſign, the bleſſings of equal 
government and the ineſtimable rights of man. | 
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Political Delusion. 
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ON the eve of a day ſet apart for a literary 
feaſt of fat things, I have judged that a plain difh would 
be moſt acceptable. Indeed had it been aſſigned to me to 
ſpeak to you of Greeee and Rome; of the inexhauf. 
tible treaſures of Hebrew, Greek, and Arabic, or to 
have diſcuſſed the height and diameter of the antedilu- 
vians, or to have explained the cauſe why a black man 
is not a white man, or why an an elm-tree does not bear 
apricots :, you muſt have ſat here in filence, and the ſpi- 
rit would never have moved me to addreſs you. Avoid- 
ing literary diſcuſſion, I have ſelected as the theme of thig 
occaſion, THE EXTENT AND POWER OF POLITICAL Ds. 
LUSION. 

The character of delufion is moſt ſtrongly marked at 
its firſt appearance in our world, when Satan {cids- 
vant that old ſerpent, now called“ the arch-jacobin”*) 
practiſed his deceit on our federal mother, ſaying to her, 
„For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 


then ſhall your eyes be opened and ye ſhall be as gods 


knowing good and evil.” In the work of deceit Satan 
has in all ages been uniform; he begins by quoting the 
knowledge of God in proof of that which 1s falſe ; he 
wiſhes to perſuade men to do that which they ought to 
avoid; he promiſes them good, and they fuffer evil; 
thoſe, who follow his advice, find the earth curſed for 
their fakes; thorns and thiſtles ſpring up in place of 
fruits and flowers ; by the ſweat of their faces they eat 
their bread, till they return to the ground; and as for 
Satan, ſooner or later he appears to thoſe, whom he has 
deceived, literally curſed above all cattle. I ſhall now 


Ses Mr. Lee's Sermon, preached at Colebrook, July 4, 1800. 


* 
leave Satan to that claſs of men, whoſe profeſſional 
buſineſs is to detect his deluſions, with this mark, that I 
doubt much whether they have rightly underſtood his 
political character. | 

The agents of deluſion are, the great, the wiſe, rich 
and mighty men of the world. These, acting with 
powers of ſubſtitution, are ver: ſagacious in chooſing, 
and ſucceſsful in ſecuring, fit inſtruments for their pur- 
poſes. Deluſion prepares his prime agents with charming 
outſides, engaging manners, . addreſs and inex- 
hauſtible argument. He furniſhes them with an accurate 
knowledge of the heart, and opens all the avenues to 
the paſſions. 

The meant of deluſion are, uniformly the walking in 

a vain ſhow, hypocriſy aſſuming the garb of religion, 
pride of meekneſs, knavery of e e ambition of 
patriotiſm. As a full aſſumption of character is neceſ- 
ſary to ſucceſs, and as deluſion naturally over- acts, you 
find the greateſt impoſtors in our world to have appeared 
more holy, meek, honeſt and patriotic than other men. 

The object of deluſion is, to gain the wealth, honors 
and favors of men by cheap, falſe and inſidious means. 

The subjects of deluſion are, the laboring and ſubor- 
dinate people throughout the world. Their toil goes to 
ſupport the ſplendor, luxury and vices of the deluders, 
or their blood flows to ſatiate lawleſs ambition. Near 
the whole of Africa and a conſiderable part of Aſia, 
are ſubject to the Celuſions of Europe: flaves in im- 
menſe troops muſt ſweat under a ſcorching ſun to bear 
or follow the palanquin of a lordly maſter: ſlaves by 

ſhip- loads muſt be dragged from their homes to ſerve 
imperious tyrants; immenſe multitudes muſt be bowing 
to ſtocks and ſtones, or kneeling before images and 

lighted tapers, to gratify the zeal of impoſtors. 

Ihe end of deluſion is, the elevation of the deluders to 
a condition of power, ſplendor and infallibility, and the 
reduction of the deluded from knowledge to ignorance, 


from freedom to flavery, from wealth to want, from 
preſent enjoymen tto a deſtitution of all things, and from 
future hopes to ceaſeleſs doubt. | | 
Having defined my ſubject I ſhall exclude from diſ- 
_ cuſſion all ancient deluſions, from a perſuaſion that to 
us the preſent moment, the preſent character of man, 
the preſent form and preſſure of the times are infinitel 
more intereſting than all the paſt. | 1 
I might have entertained you with ſome of the light 
ſkirmiſhes of deluſion in the ordinary walks of life ; but 
have preferred to lead you at once into the political 
field, where he brings into general action all his forces 
and diſplays all his character. | | 
Having no leiſure to make long porches, or to take 
by houſe-row, the meaſures of our government, I ſhall 
begin with the COMMERCIAL SYSTEM, which, like a 
common hall, gives you acceſs to all the rooms of the 
federal building. | 
When republicans* complain of a Navy, of diplo- 
matic corps, of Algerine tribute, or Britiſh treaty, the 
uniform reply of the agents of deluſion is, “ all theſe 
things are neceſſary to commerce, and commerce is the 
handmaid of induſtry ; abridgeourpolitical arrangements, 
ſay they, and all your well-earnedproduce would periſh— 
your ſhip-timber and ſhips would be of no value—your 
ſeamen would become towns-poor—your rope-walks go 
to decay, and your merchants become bankrupt !”_ 
Now every well-informed. merchant knows that there 
is not one word of truth in all this; yet as Deluſion 
has forged the ſtory for his benefit, he is diſpoſed not to 
diſcredit it, and when ſuch a plauſible kind of things get 
a currency, they will paſs like a well counterfeited bill, 
till by accident the deceit 1s diſcovered, by which time 
the counterfeiter has gained all his ends. Evey reflec- 
The terms „ repnhlican and democrat," are uſed ſynonomouſly throughout : 


becauſe the men who maintain the principles of £776, are characteriſed by one or 
the other of theſe names in different parts of the country. 


8 
ting mam knows that if the moſt worthleſs produce in 
the world will attract our veſſels to the moſt diſtant ports, 
laden with the ſtaples of this country, then theſe ſtaples 
would, from their intrinſic and unfailing value, toge- 
ther with the profits of the carrying trade, invite the 
merchants of thoſe ports to come and purchafe of us. 
At our own doors we can make better bargains than 
abroad; we loſe nothing by dangers of ſea, waſtage, 
caſualties or bankruptcy; we receive every think at 
full weight and guage, and our articles are put off in the 
beſt poſſible order without any diminution. 

But, if with free ports and commerce thus con- 
ducted, our merchants could not live, then they live 
now merely by virtue of certain advantages tendered to 
them by the government, every one of which rakes a 
Million of dollars out of your pockets in order to enable 
you to gain half a million in another way. If the car- 
rying trade is valuable, and we retaining this trade by | 
political arrangements ſecure it to dur merchants, and 
yet Spain, Holland and Great Britain are wilting to ex- 
change their manufactures in their own ports for our 
produce, then furely our produce would be in high de- 
mand, and an object of ſupreme competition, if go- 
vernment would fuffer the carrying trade to operate as a 

mum in favor of our market. 
The fundamental propoſition, viz. that ſeparate from 
the preſent ſyſtem, our articles would not bein market, 
ts pointedly denied, and if this is falſe, che whole ſuper- 
ſtructure falls. | 

The real object is diametricalty oppoſite to the oſten 
fible one. The agricultural intereſt, inſtead oſ bei 
helped, is vitaty attacked. This charming commerci 
ſyſtem, fo ſedulouſty and artfully addreſſed to the yeo- 
manry of our country, is a fyſtem of indebtedneſs and 
eventual bankruptcy. Confining the carrying trade to 
ourſelves, opens an infinite field of credit to the mer- 
chant, Millions of property, betonging to the farmers, 


9 


muſt conſtantly be in the hands of the merchants; for 
if the avails of our produce are to come from all quar- 
ters of the globe, there muſt be an average credit given 
by the farmers till the returns can be made. This draws 
on to the water an immenſe quantity of property, and 
intereſts the farmers ftrongly in the ſucceſs of the mer- 
chants whom they have truſted. This property on the 
water is within fiſcal purview and control, Government 
has purpoſes to anſwer. The merchant is indireQly the 
collector of a great portion of the revenue. The mer- 
chant can lend fhups and cargoes. to government. The 
merchant can plan long, circuitous and hazardous voy- 

ages apparently at his own riſque; but really at the riſque 
of the farmer; for all loſſes mult eventually fall on thoſe 
who truſt. Theſe arrangements lead up great capitals 
in trade, great bankruptcies and great fortunes. 'They 
fill the fea with veſſels and ſailors, valuable auxiliaries 
and reverberators to a naval ſyſtem. This laft being 
calculated to protect the merchants, ſecures their perpe- 
tual attachment, and they freely advocate the extraordi- 
nary expenſes of an armament. Their influence is 
thrown directly in the ſcale oppoſed to the farmer, and 

overnment has thereby ſecured a number of capital- 
its to whom reſort may be had in the day when grind- 
ing runs low at the treaſury. 

Before the adoption of this ſyſtem ſilver and gold 
moved according to the laws of induſtry; but now banks 
are introduced, giving to paper a forced and unnatural 
circulation, taking the command of the medium of all 
buſineſs from the agricultural intereſt,“ and yielding i it 
wholly to the commercial. 


,* Money ought to repreſent induftry ; the farmer's dollars earned by labor do 
repreſent it: bank bills do not. It is hard on the farmer, that the man who 
earns nothing through the year, ſhould be able with an indorſed note to raiſe 
in an hour, double the annual avails of his farm, and to glut the market with 
money at the very moment when the Farmer is ready to bring his dollars to 
market. Directors of banks can make monty ſcarce or plenty as they pleaſe z 


but though banks are ruinous to & a farmers, wy” are neceſfary to a forced com- 
merce. 
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It is no wonder that in the complexity of this policy, 
the farmer is loſt in the midſt of paper bills, boundleſs 
credit, crouded harbors, princely eſtates, and made to 
cry out, O! the depth of the wiſdom of adminiſtration! 
little dreaming that he has in fa& paid and 1s paying an- 
nually the whole profits of the carrying trade, the whole 
of the Algerine tribute, the expenſe of all commercial 
treaties—of all the conſuls abroad—the amount of all 
the loſſes by fea—of all bad markets, and of all navy 
expenſes—that the money, which he pays, ſuffers many 
ſweatings before it gets to the treaſury, and that what he 
does not pay is placed on intereſt, and that the land from 
which he raiſes this produce, which excites ſuch a fatherly 
care of government, is pledged for the payment of princi- 
pal and intereſt, and that his children may always ſee the 
date and amount of the mortgage by calling on the ſur- 
veyors of the revenue. Little ſhort of miracle can re- 
deem men from ſuch maſterly ſtrokes of deluſion. 

This mercantile ſyſtem leads up an appearance of im- 
menſe proſperity, the reality of which is erattily aſcribed 
to government ; but individuals appear to the world 
moſt thrifty, when they are thriftily expending the price 
of their mortgaged eſtates : nations appear moſt buſy 
and thriving in ſeaſons of the greateſt expenſe and pub- 
lic diſſipation : for ſuch occaſions draw all the money 
into view and pive it a rapid circulation. When a dollar 
changed owners once in a week it counted only for'a 
dollar ; but when by the magic power of a forced com- 
merce it changes owners an hundred times in a week it 
counts for an hundred dollars. If all the property of a 
town like this were to be tranſported every day through 
all the ſtreets, there would be great commotion and a 
great ſhow of buſineſs and wealth, and the gaping world 
might admire the thrift of the place and might lend mo- 
ney on the credit of it. Juſt like ſuch a farce is that of 
the great public proſperity now enjoyed. The people 
are not more indu{trious than they were before the re- 
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volution: they are certainly more extravagant, mort- 
ages abound more on the records including public and 
private indebtedneſs, there never was a ſeaſon before. this 
when the people were ſo deeply involved. Burn all your 
paper-bills and your paper evidences of debt, public 
and private, worlds full of which would not add one 
cent to the real wealth of any country, or collect the 
Jebts evidenced by theſe papers, and which now lie as a 
heavy weight on the houſes, lands and induſtry of the 
people, and this viſton of proſperity would vaniſh : but 
this deluſion anſwers the political purpoſes of unſettling 
the public mind, of deſtroying frigid ideas of economy, 
and of making tolerable many public projections, which 
otherwiſe would be deteſted. | 
This commercial ſyſtem preſents to the world an im- 
menſe tonnage, which not only fortifies the appearance 
of proſperity ; but affords employment. to a numerous 
claſs of men on land, who muſt feel grateful for a ſyſtem 
which yields them wealth; and ir employs a number of 
maſters and mates, who muſt kiſs the hand which feeds 
them; and ſailors, who are moſt valuable aſtringents in 
the ingredient of power, and may anſwer for lining to 
wooden walls: and deluſion whiſpers that by theſe 
things all the money is ſaved among ourſelves. Though 
this 18 among Deluſion's weak tricks, yet it is too often 
ſucceſsful. It has been well ſaid that it will coſt two 
ducats to keep one in priſon. To the man, who is able to 
pay for money, it matters not whether that which is to fill 
his coffers be now in his own town, or in Madrid or 
Canton: his induſtry will draw it from the ends of 
the earth. If we lived on an iſthmus or an iſland, the 
ſuggeſtion of ſaving the money might be more plauſible ; 
but living in a country of immenſe . extent, capable of 
employing more than ten times its number of inhabi- 
tants, capable of infinite internal defence, and of keep 
ing tributary to us all nations ſo long as natural or arti- 
ficial wants ſhall. be known in the world, it is an idle 


12 


ſuggeſtion — and the time will come, when it will be hard 
to make the readers of hiſtory believe that Americans in 
the infancy of ſociety, of ſettlement and agriculture, did 
ſeriouſly undertake to fight their way through nations, 
whom they could not buy nor bribe, to carry the ne- 
ceſſaries of life to the men of thoſe nations who were 
periſhing for the want of them, and then with a return. 
cargo of far leſs uſeful produce to fight their way home 
again —and that all this was done with the full and free 


conſent of the men who raiſed the ex ports, and who 


could have ſold them without hazard for a better pric 
at their own doors. | 

Commerce, aide] by banks, draws property into the 
hands of men without the medium of induſtry. Such 
men not knowing the earning of money are adventur- 
ous and extravagant. They become embarrafſled—and 
nearly one half of the people in our populous cities are 
running after the other half in conſequence of this em- 
barraſſment. The debtor walks quick when he is avoid- 
ing his creditor. The creditor moves quick after him. 
The bankrupt ſells rapidly his ſtock on hand. The 
vendue-rooms receive the refuſe. Theſe are domeſtic 
ſcenes of proſperity | On the water we are loſing ſhips 
and cargoes and lives, and to foreign courts are dancing 
attendance or paying tribute for theſe privileges. 

On this commercial ſubject deluſion is ſtrong; it 
preſents imaginary advantages, demonſtrable on paper, 
but falſe in fact, and theſe can be preſented in every 
variety and ſucceſſion. Impreſſions are eaſily made: 
loſs or gain equally ſtimulate the ſpirit of adventure. 
Commerce draus into its vortex one elaſs of men after 
another, and when the farming intereſt yields decidedly 
to this faſcinating ſyſtem, but a few years elapſe before 


commerce commands all the wealth of the country. A 


navy becomes neceſſary, and the ſame neceſſity which 
laſt year led up ſloops of war, this year leads up frigates, 
and the next ſhips of the line ; floops can only beat off 
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gun- boats; frigates and ſhips can only meet equal guns: 
the principle of power demands that we be the moſt 
powerful; increa ſed debt and taxes are inevitable; the 
enormous expenſe of ſupporting a navy“ juſtifies other 
enormous expenſes. When a national debt is beyond 
redemption, the addition of a few millions is of little 
moment; it lightens the burden of the preſent genera- 
tion; they and their taſkmaſters will ſoon be out of the 
region of murmuring. The next generation will open 
their eyes on a bright ſun fertile country—ſplendid 
cities —national debt -and though they may wonder for 
a time at the artificial evils of ſociety ; yet they will 
ſurely have philoſophy enough to compoſe themſelves 
under calamities which they cannot avoid, and to con- 
ſider it as the lot of man that, the evil ſhall be ſet over 
againſt the good, that man may literally find nothing 
atter him. In that day the principles of our revolution - 
will be either forgotten, or conſidered as the ravings of 
viſionaries; the ſyſtems of great nations will be adopted 
in their extent. In that day will be no murmuring de» 
mocrats, no deadly diſorganizers : government will 
move ſtrong, as did the Church of Rome, when the 
tortures of the Inquiſition could ſupply the place of 
convincing argument, and the thunders of heaven be 
hurled at pleaſure on the devoted heads of heretics. 

Aſk the merchants, can you ſupport commerce and 
pay the expences of its protection? They will readily 
anſwer, no. Then it is clear that commerce is not 
paying for itſelf ; the people are paying for it more than 
it is worth; but the ſyſtem of naval defence ſecures the 
mercantile interest; the clergy are gained by the confi- 
dence reposed in them and the ſmiles which they get for 


There never was any want of pretences for ſubjugating a people. If it 
be true that our articles are ſo uſeleſs that other nations will not come after them, 
and if we muſt have a navy to prote ct trade, be it ſo! Let us only know that we 
cannot live and be governed without the ſyſtems which we fought against; and . 
we will give up freedom, and have glory, ſtrength, wealth and monarchy in place 


of it. | 
B 
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their influence; the army and goverament printers and 
collectors and officers of all deſcriptions are ſecured by 
the treaſury—and to fupport all theſe eſtabliſhments, 
you, the people of the United States, have been paying 
more than 20,000 dollars a day ever ſince the new go- 
vernment has been in operation ; that is. in eleven years 
you have paid more than eighty-three millions of dol- 
lars, and in the preſent year it is coſting you more than 
1,700 dollars an hour to ſupport the public burdens. 
It goes from you in cents and ſmall change, and the re- 
turn of expenditures is in groſs millions. The Preſi 
dent's falary and the compenſation to members of Con- 
greſs, ſo often complained of, form but a very ſmall 
part of the bill. The federal city, begun on a ſyſtem ri- 
valling in expenſe and magnificence ancient Babylon, 
has been a fink for your money. The military eſtab- 
liſhment and navy are immenſely expenſive.* Your 
great men abroad need ſome pocket money. The Dey 
of Algiers can account for 24,000 dollars a year beſide 
the irigate Creſcent and ſome extras. _ Should you get 
involved in war, imperious neceſſity would demand new 
loans. Your houſes and lands are appraiſed ; you have 
paid one ground-rent for them, and they will be good 
ſecurity for any additional debt. The preſent ſyſtem 
of meaſures will lead to war. You cannot keep a navy 
long ailoat without receiving inſults or provoking hol- 
tilities. You cannot mix with foreign courts and avoid 
foreign policy. When cauſes of diſcontent increaſe, 
miniſters 3 found it their intereſt to enga e directly 
in war. During the leaſon of war, the miniller has an 
army and navy at command—war requires expenſe, 
huſhes clamor and veils in myſtery all cabinet meaſures. 
I ſhall now open to you the appropriate deluſions of the 
WAR SYSTEM. 

War preſents to all the country a commiſſion to 
ſeize and carry to legal adjudication the commercial 


See Appendix. 


oy 
property of an adverſe nation. War opens all the 
floodgates of the human paſſions. War calls into the 
employment of government an immenſe multitude. 
Contractors through all the mechanical arts pronounce a 
bleſſing on war. The grazier adores the adminiſtration. 
The legions attached to admiralty courts, infurers, deal- 
ers in ſtock. bankrupts and all men to whom change of 
times mult be for the better, bleſs the government. The 
capitaliſt who has long kept his money for the public, 
bleſſes the occaſion, and over them ail the chaplain pro- 
nounces an hearty amen. In the midſt of all, the ſtrag- 
gling patriots, unwilling to be outdone by their brethren, 
bring their offerings of rags to the treaſury, and from the 
midſt of expenſe and national diſſipation forth comes 
the government immenſely rich in all the magnificence 
of paper. | 

Though Deluſion has played this farce a thouſand 
times, over, and has always ſucceſsfully compaſſed the 
means, it has never concealed the end. That end is 
uniformly the degrading of morals and religion—de- 
rangement of buſineſs increaſe of national debt, lead- 
ing to a long train of public burdens—decreaſe of pri- 
vate and focial happineſs, and a certain ſinking of the 
people beneath the civil, military and naval functionaries 
of this mighty farce. 0 

The tribes of Africa fight, becauſe Europeans will 
buy their priſoners. Cabinets wage wars, becauſe by 
them they are ſure of their object, which is to exalt 
themſelves and to humble thoſe who are beneath them. 
This has always been the cafe, and always will be, ſo long 
as the people give the reins out of cheir own hands, ſo 
long as they beſtow more power on government than is 
abſolutely neceflary, ſo long as they ſuffer themſelves 
and their opinions to be deſpiſed. Wars have been the 
means by which theſe cabinets have effected their pur- 
| poſes. The great, wiſe and rich men well underſtand 
the art of inflaming the public mind, and generally pre- 
ſent at the outſet the deluſive bubble of national glory, a 
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thing in which nine tenths of ſociety have no kind of 
intereſt ; but which well managed turns into crowns and 
diamonds in the hands of the blowers. Courtiers tell 
s/aves that liberty is in danger, or that infidels abound 
and the church is in hazard, or of plots at home, or 
invaſions and inſults abroad. Courtiers' waiters echo 
the alarm, Court-telegraphs ſpread the ſound. Court- 
caſuiſts find it typified in the pentateuch. War is de- 
cided on; armies are raiſed ; ; the legions, who depend 
on war for ſupport, are all in motion ; the papers are 
full of news; public curioſity is on the ſtretch. The ca- 
binet, which in time of peace was occupied only in the 
means of internal order, has now to conſult the balances 
of foreign governments— to receive letters weighing five 
ounces in ſhips of 500 tons failing in þallaſt—is thronged 
with expreſſes ; great ſcenes are opening; the naval 
armament, which but for this had been laid up in dry 
docks, and the army, which in time of peace was in no 
eſtimation, riſe into importance; prize-maſters arrive 
with the ill-gotten wealth of honeſt adventurers. The 
country abounds with proof prints of admirals and 
generals, and naval engagements, forts ſtormed and all 
the dignified array of carnage and deſolation. 
Here Deluſton opens batteries, which are never ſi- 
lenced till liberty and public happineſs are gone forever ; 
for a war ſyſtem is fatal to them both. 
When courtiers tell you that ſuch a ſyſtem can alone 
preſerve peace, fly or fight the deluſion. Mark you 
that the man who learns the art of fencing in his youth 
is ſeldom contented with having received his leſſons; you 
will hear of him in a duel. An army or a navy well 
officered and manned is always reſtleſs in a ſtateof peace: 
war muſt and will be had at ſome rate. After a few 
years of war and a few bullet-holes through admirals* 
hats and ſome fleſh-wounds and broken limbs, the bill 
for ſervices becomes greater than can be paid with mo- 
ney ; honors, ſtars and ribbons, or penſions, muſt go 
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towards an inſtalment. A nation which makes great. 


ness its poleſtar can never be free: beneath national 
greatneſs ſink individual greatneſs, honor, wealth and 
freedom. But though hiſtory, experience and reaſoning 
confirm theſe ideas; yet all- powerful Deluſion has been 
able to make the-people of every nation lend a helping 
hand in putring on their own fetters and rivetting their 
own chains, and in this ſervice Deluſion always employs 
men too great to ſpeak the truth, and yet too powerful 
to be doubted. Their ſtatements are believed—their 


projects adopted their ends anſwered, and the deluded 


ſubjects of all this artifice are left to paſſive obedience 
through life, and to entail a condition of unqualifed 
non· reſiſtance to a ruined poſterity. | 

To this deluſive war-ſyſtem are we indebted at the 
preſent time for the redundance of national gaſconade. 
When the pompous ſtateſman, ſafe in the cabinet, in- 
ſults the brave men of all nations and cries to arms! 
when boaſting words come from great generals, who 
never ſaw ſervice but on parade-day, and whoſe whole 
courage lies in the ſeal which graces their fair-weather 
commiſſions, depend on it that ſome poor deluded men 
are to bleed. When by accident or force one of our 
infant navy fucceeds in capturing the adverſe veſſel, 
{traight we are told that the ſun ſhines not on a people, 
who bid as fair as we do to be a great maritime nation. 
Fuſt like the boy, who becauſe he has caught a tame rabbit, 
imagines that he is to be a mighty ſportſman. Why are 
not the people told that ſeveral of the maritime powers 
of Europe have in every year diſcovered inſtances of 
proweſs ſuperior to ours :* that their ſhips are larger, 
ſtronger and better manned, and that at leaſt a century 
muſtelapſeand 100,000 lives of Americans be loſt, beſide 


the after-bills of wounding and diſmemberment, betore 


we can expect to be on a footing with the moſt powerful 


* The Britiſh navy contains now and then as brave a man as Truxton, and it. 3 
kopeſu] that all our revolutionary courage is not pent up in any nᷣngle men. 
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nation — and that this footing muſt always be ſuſtained by 
an enormous expenſe of blood and treaſure— that naval 
glory is at beſt uncertain that privates muſt bleed by 
thouſands for the glory of admirals, commodores and 
poſt-captains, and that the only glory to which the failoror 
marine can arrive, is to have his name publiſhed in the 
papers and againſt it, thigh badly fractured, fince am- 


putated and likely to recover”, and in a few months after 


publiſhed again, © bravely fighting in the main-top, cut 
in two by a chain ſbot, and jult under it, © we are hap- 
py to announce that though not quite ſucceſsful this time; 


yet the admiral and officers are in high ſpirits, and hav- 


ing put into Jamaica to refit} intend to look at them 
again. Deluſion, theſe are thy trophies ! 

But admiral Harvey has ſaid that our 44 gun frigates 
were 74's in diſguiſe ! well perhaps he had heard that 
they coſt as much as 74's, or that under the guiſe of 
theſe frigates was concealed a plan of an immenſe navy, 
the expenſe of which would eternize our national debt 
and enſure a perpetuity of energetic government. But 
our ſhips are not only ſtrong as mountains, they are 
ſwift as eagles, captain 'Tryon ſays ſo himſelf : and not 
only ſtrong and ſwift; but ſo full of courage, © that 
men are run through the body for looking pale,“ 
ſays lieutenant Sterret. Surely all theſe things might 
have been omened from the ſucceſs attending their 
launching. | 

The ſun riſes with unuſual ſplendor, and ſtrange to 
tell, it riſes in the eaſt / The birds chaunt their matin 
ſongs. Out bounces from his bed that wonder of all 
wonders — once a boat-builder, afterwards a ſhip-wright, 


now a federal navy artichect. Formerly a ſhip-wright 


Hail, Columbia, happy land! 


+ Putting into St. Kitts, to refit decayed appetites has expoſed many of our 
veſſels to capture and prone of ſalvage; tor the entertainm-ars of that modern 
Capua have often cloſed ſeaſonably to enable our armed veſſels to atchieve a recap- 


ture to the great emolument of the protectors of our commerce and the glory of our 
marine ſer vice. 
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might have built a ſhip merely by virtue of his ſkill; but 
now if it be not conſtructed by federal axes, adzes and 
mallets, wielded by federal hands, it will certainly fink. 
Straight collect from all quarters the ingemous men who 
by force of iron bolts and cramps have been able to 
keep wood together, and all thoſe labourers who con- 
veyed the timber and plank from where it grew to where 
it did not grow. Soon all the country is collected the 
adjacent houſes and fences are lined with beauty and 
ſtrength old Neptune with his trident walks forty miles 
up à river to ſee the ſhow—every heart palpitates in 
uniſon, and prayers are ſent up for ſucceſs. With ad- 
mirable ſkill every thing has been prepared, and with an 
eaſy graceful motion the ſhip glides on to the boſom of 
the waters, which receive the preſent from the earth 
with humble gratitude. At this moment the fiſh through- 
out the ocean thrill with rapture, and the ſhips of hoſtile 
nations receive a ſhock evincive of their danger—the at- 
tending throng fill the air with ſhouts—the little hills on 
every ſide rejoice, and the mountains echo the ſcene.* - 
_ Surely after ſuch a launch a ſhip ought to be ſtronger 
and ſwifter, and fuller of brave men than all the other 
ſhips on the ocean. A few more ſuch delightful laun- 
ches will launch this country from liberty to ſlavery, 
from a republican to a monarchical government. The 
great diſtinctions, enormous expenſes and cruel wars, 
which navies lead up, are all calculated to deſtroy a 
condition of equal rights, and to ſacrifice private com- 
petence and ſocial happineſs on the altar of national 
greatneſs. Now, if all this ſcenery of gaſconade was a 
mere ſport, no great harm might follow from it. There 
might be ſome expenſe about it and nations might con- 
ſider , us cowardly, juſt as we conſider an individual 
cowardly, who is always boaſting of his own courage ; 
but even in this miſerable work, Deluſion is playing a deep 


If any ſhould doubt the accuracy of this picture of a launch, let them compare 
it with the Boſton original, 
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game. All this boaſting actually amuſes the people and 
by degrees they get habituated to an idea that a powerful 
navy is a very reſpectable thing, as well as a good de- 
fence to commerce. To the tune of © hearts of oak 
are our ſhips, hearts of oak are our men,“ have thou- 
ſands of brave Britiſh ſeamen danced into eternity; and 
the wealth, freedom and private independence of the 
nation have not long ſurvived them. 

Tam aware that the frigate John Adams, and the brig 
Pickering may, like the Royal George and the Pitt-Eaſt-- 
indiaman, make certain names immortal as plank and 
ſpikes—and the Merrimack, the Connecticut and the 
Philadelphia gun-boats may attach the people of certain 
diſtricts to the ſucceſs of the navy; yet though theſe are 
very pleaſant things, a republican will hardly be recon- 


ciled to them while he regards even the naming of the 


ſhips as among the hair-ſ{trokes of Deluſion. 

The army has not been favored with occaſions ca- 
pable of exciting any very pompous encomiums but 
it is in proof before the public that the inſpector- general, 
while a clerk in a compting-houſe, accepted a challenge 
which was ſent to his maſter, and behaved bravely though 
he did not fight. This proves concluſively that he is 
the brave man in the world, and that Buonaparte, 
Moreau and Maſſena, ought to hide their diminiſhed 
heads; but if government did not know of this compt- 
ing-houſe ſtory at the time of appointing him I am 
unable to afſ ign the reaſon of his being placed over the 
heads of experienced patriot generals horn in our own 
country. But the army, tho” they did not fight, 
ſtood their ground boldly in their cantonments— 
Buonaparte and his army, -whom they were raiſed to 


cruſh, being leſs than 8, ooo miles diſtant from them 


* Captain Truxton writes to the Secretary * our (naval) W and a wat | 
was given at the eaſtward, „ The mountains where ſleep the future thunders of Ame- 
rica.“ | ſay ©© may their ſleep be the ſleep of death: But, why cannot theſe people 
ſay powder and ja/tpetre? our cannon are loaded with powder and ball; not with 
thunder and lig ghening. i : 
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through the diameter of the earth. To democratic eyes 
there was no proſpect of his viſiting us, except he perfo- 
rated the earth with his army, and like Baron Trenck, 
watched an occaſion to unearth himſelf; yet had he arri- 
ved, they would doubtleſs have given him a warm recep- 
tion: but for a ſhort time only were they kept in the fteld: 
the French did not arrive : the army was diſbanded, I 
have thus turned my periods much as they did theirs. 
Some have ſaid that this army was raiſed to enſure the 
ſucceſs of certain meaſures, or to influence elections, or 
to keep the democrats in awe, or to enable general Ha- 
milton to. exemplity his declaration that our constitution 
was 4 mere temporary expedient, and that this country could 
never be governed without an heredita y monarch —theſe 
{ſpeculations I wave, in order to remark to you, | 

That however plauſible may be the arguments of De- 
luſion on the ſubject of an army, a country can never 
be free unleſs it depends for protection on the body 
of the people, whole ruſty gun-barrels can ſend certain 
death from a diſtance to every bird or beaſt fleeting 
through the air or on the earth. Theſe are the men who 
will always fight bravely for their altarsand their homes; 
but how abſurd is it to rely for defence on men, who 
care not for altars, and who have no homes! The only 
carthly objection to reliance on the body of the peaple 
is, that with arms in their hands they might repel damg/tic 
aggreſſions. 

If the preſent ſtate of things ſhall continue, you will 
ſoon be told that bright gun-þarrels are more reſpedt able 
than ruſty ones, and that our own guns, made by fede- 
raliſts at 13 dollars, are ſurer of their aim than foreign 
guns of equal quality bought at 6, and that thus all the 
money is ſaved. Soon it will be polite to level your 
piece at your enemy only breaſt-high, and not to take 


* Here Deluſion generally conceals one argument, rig that domeſtic contraſts, 
frengthen the men in place.“ . 
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aim, following the example of the Britiſh ſoldiery ; for 


if you take aim, ſay they, it is murder ; but if you fire 


away at random zo rounds of his niajeſty's powder and 
one of them takes full effect, why the man is dead! but 
-he had a fair chance for his life. Soon it will be deemed 


ſcandalous for a man to be fighting in his country's de- 
fence behind a tree or a ſtone wall. No! he muſt join 
the ſtandard, be dreſſed in uniform, and if mortally 
wounded, muſt languiſh ſweetly into eternity- under the 
notes of drums and trumpets. - Thundering noiſes muſt 
-drown the cries of your brethren and children in the 
agonies of death. No father to watch the ſymptoms of 


decaying life! no mother to drop a tear over a dyin 


ſon ! no ſiſter to ſtretch out the hand of faithful affec- 
tion and to ſoften the pillow in the moment of diflolving 
nature ! 

Theſe are ſcenes of ſtanding armies. Should oyr 
nation ever advance ſo far, as, after having preſented a 
government wholly variant in detail from that which was 
contemplated by the people, ſhould one party violently 
hold to itſelf all power and oppreſs the other party; 
ſhould they diſcover a want of confidence in the people 
and even that they deſpiſe their opinions ; ſhould they 
take the people's money to buy guns and bayonets and 
ſlaves to keep them under; reſt aſſured that the more 
intelligent among the oppreſſed will rouſe, they will re- 
monſtrate loudly, they will continue to remonſtrate till 
they are impriſoned: then if power ſhould be extended 
to the taking of life, they will employ the precious rem- 
nant of days between ſentence and execution to prepare 
leflons which poſterity ſhall read with admiration, when 
their oppreſſors ſhall be laid in inglorious duſt. 

Every attempt to place the defence of the country on 
other ground than on that of the bravery and integrity 
of the people; every attempt to create great diſtinctions 
of rank; all acts of intolerance in the ruling party; all 
expreſſions of contempt on public opinion, are fo 


23 

many approaches to that dreadful order of things. In. 
this country you can never make a hoſt of great men 
without a hoſt of little ones : theſe laſt cannot be pro- 
duced without oppreſſion. The people may bear op- 
preſſions gradually and to a certain point; but if the 
impetuoſity of the lordlings ſhall puſh it beyond that 
point, the people whom they now call federal, and who 
have been ſuch merely by an honeſt miſplaced confi- 
dence, will find themſelves betrayed, and though not 
among the igt will be found among the frme/ avengers 
of their wrongs. 7 | 

In the delufions of the commercial and war ſyſtems 
I have preſented two very powerful ariſtocracies—both 
deriving ſtrength, emolument and excluſive privileges 
from the government ; both operating with immenſe 
force in favour of national greatneſs and againſt the in- 
tereſts of the body of the people. 55 | 

Of the funding ſyſtem I can only ſay as of the great 
fire in London, tis paſt beyond recall; it is an awful 
calamity ; it has ruined thouſands ; but this ſyſtem has 
alſo led up an ariſtocracy more numerous than the farm- 
ers-general in France, more powerful than all others, 
becauſe it combines the men of wealth and gives effici- 
ency to all the reſt. | 

Theſe ariſtocracies ſink the people. They can ſtand 
alone againſt kings or preſidents and courts : but when 
the great, rich, wiſe and mighty among their brethren 
can be drawn, through an extended ſyſtem of favor, to 
operate againſt them, they are in imminent danger; and 
to crown this danger, | 

Deluſion aſſociates with principalities and powers thoſe 
who profeſs to be officers of a kingdom, not of this 
world; they pray and preach for meaſures ; they, 
in their moſt ſacred ſervices, offer incenſe to the great 
talents, tried patriotiſm and celeſtial virtues of the mighty 
men in place ; they baptize your children and follow 


the remains of your friends to the grave; and they take 
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your weak moments to perſuade you that the preſident 
and his party are as a munition of rocks to the church. 

We have heard that the national religion of England 
has been held in requiſition to ſupport the government, 
and that the Romiſh religion has been employed to the 
ſame effect in all Catholic countries. There teſt acts, 
oaths and inquiſitions, have been fo many ſtate-engines 
to ſubordinate mankind to the great and little tyrants, 
who for centuries have held ſociety in bondage; but 
ſurely the good ſenſe of Americans is ready to repel the 
firſt attempts to bind us with eccleſiaſtical fetters, and to 
ſay to the clergy, “ your buſineſs is to teach the goſpel ; 
the ſheep will never thrive, if the ſhepherd, inſtead of 
leading them to green paſtures, is to be conſtantly a- 
larming them with the ery of wolves.““ 

How much, think you, has religion been benefited 
by ſermons, intended to ſhow that Satan and Cain were 
jacobins ? How much by ſermons in which every deilti- 
cal argument has been preſented with its greateſt force 
as being a part of the republican creed ? Is this, men of 
God, following the precept, © feed my ſheep, feed my 
lambs ?” The people, inſtead of being alarmed leſt re- 
ligion ſhould ſuffer under a new adminiſtration, ought 
to be infinitely ſolicitous to wreſt the protection of it 
from thoſe who are uſing it as a ſtate engine. The king- 
dom of heaven now ſuffereth political violence. Thin 
you thar the biſhop of Epheſus, if now with us, would 
have left the care of ſouls to aſcertain the number of 
votes which his favorites could get for a ſeat in con- 
greſs? Would Paul of Tarſus have preached to an an- 
xious liſtening audience on the propriety of ſending en- 
voys? I aſk thefe queſtions ſeriouſly, becanſe on this 
ſubject the people feel ſeriouſly, and becauſe here Delu: 
ſion is playing a moſt cruel game. 
Have you not read that the head of the church will 
ſuſtain his own cauſe, and that this cauſe will never be 


Make your people good chuiflians, and they will be valuable ſubjeRs. 
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perfected, till wars and rumours of wars ſhall ceaſe from 
under the whole heaven ? The Captain of ſalvation is 
not ſo weak as to need an army and navy and a majority 
in congreſs to ſupport his cauſe. The ſyſtems of enmity, 
pride, vice and abandonment, which characteriſe all 
modern governments are hoſtile to, religion.* The Sa- 

viour would be ill received in levees, in fields of battle, 
or on board of hoſtile ſhips. He takes no delight in 
che flowing robes and maſquerade dreſs of the lords ſpi- 
ritual. The morals of courts and camps never riſe up 
before his throne as ſweet incenſe. Courts and camps 
have in modern ages been the hot-beds of immorality, 
the nurſeries of infidelity. That religion, which you 
fo highly value, is ſuffering a gradual, certain and pain- 
ful extermination, by the very means which affect to 
ſupport it. While every nerve is ſtretched to obtain 
wealth and greatneſs, that cauſe, which began in po- 
verty, and thrives beſt in the ſhades and retirements of 
life, muſt mourn. Our great political arrangements 
are like ſo many armaments againſt religion zt yet the 
men who oppoſe them are denounced atheiſts, and no 
proof of their atheiſm is required but their oppoſition to 
tederal meaſures. | 

I ſhall not in this place purſue further this article of 
clerical deluſion ;} but my refpet for well-ſtarched 
bands and faſhionable ſurplices, will never reſtrain me 
from preſenting it to your marked difapprobation. 

In the profeſſion of the law Deluſion has ſecured to 
government an ariſtocracy highly intelligent and opera- 
tive; and to theſe is entruſted the ladder of promotion, 
which they hold with as much power and claim of pre- 
ſcription as the pope holds the keys of St. Peter; and 


* The precept of the Prince of peace to his fellowers is, „ put up thy ſword 
into the ſheath. s 


+ Chriftianity has ſuffered more by attempts to unite church and ſtate, than by 
all the deiftical wiirings. | þ | 
I This article is deſtgned tb extend jus fo far as the obſervation of every intel · 
ligent man would carry it; viz. to that claſs of clergy, who improperiy employ rel: - 
gion to ſerve political purpoſes. | 
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in theſe northern ſtates you find lawyers on every round 
of it, aſcending and deſcending, as were the angels of 
God in the viſion of Jacob: though the two clafles of 
characters are upon very different buſineſs. Though 
in this profeſſion the habits of acquiring property and 
the indiſcriminate defence of right and wrong might 
ſeem to diſqualify for the buſineſs of legiſlation ; yet 
Deluſion has impreſſed it upon the people, that thoſe 
who talk fluently muſt be knowing—and that through 
much debating cometh truth : hence theſe men are the 
firſt in market for congreſs and the offices of govern- 
ment—and excellent ſtuff for tranſportation to foreign 
courts; and it has been lately diſcovered that a tho- 
rough knowledge of the law will qualify a man* to be 
ſecretary of the war department. 5 | 
All theſe ariſtocracies and meaſures which I have no- 
ticed, correſpond exactly with the ſyſtems of monarchical 
government. At the end of eleven years, the American 
nation (formerly called the United States) have with 
great induſtry. got into a good ſtate of preparation for 
an hereditary monarch. Mr. Lyman tells us, that © the 
ruling party is united in their object, though divided as to 
the means—the firſt is for bold ſtrokes, the laſt for 
addreſs and reaſoning,” We will not run in debt to this 
defunct federaliſt for a definition of this object. It can- 
not be a republican government ; that the people have 
long prayed for in vain. It cannot be to get more mo- 
ney out of the people; for you, federaliſts, are now 
ſunk up to. your necks in their pockets. It cannot be 
to ſend more ambaſſadors and conſuls abroad ; for they 
have already glutted every market. It is not to 
fund more debt; all claims have been deluged 


with the liberality of government. Why the ob- 


je& is to cruſh oppoſition : theſe two ſegments of fede- 
raliſm, after having made arrangements obnoxious to 
one half of the country, are to cruſh that half, and then 


* Mr. Dexter. 


— 


27 


the firſt chapter is completed; but they are united in an- 
other object, viz. an energetic, ariſtocratic, monarchic 
government, which can move without control ; both 
parts are united to ſubjugate the republicans. and now 
call for a few years more to complete the work.“ 

My evidence of the exiſtence of ſuch an intention 
on the one part, (which muſt be the intention of the 
other if they are united) might reſult from the declara- 
tion of general Hamilton already quoted, or from a 
declaration of preſident Adams to the ſame effect; tor 
theſe men know preciſely what the leaders are ſeeking : 
but I chooſe to rely for proof on the complexion of 
federal meaſures already ſubmitted. We have a ſure 
key to the feelings of the Federal party in their joy at 
the ſuppoſed capture of Moreau's army; their triumphs 
on the ſucceſs of Nelſon; their exultation at the inta- 
mous and perjured ſtory of Barbaczy, that the directory 
had cauſed the murder of their own envoys at Raſtadt ; 
their ſtrong affection for Suwarrow ; their zeal for the 
ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms—and for the humiliation of 
republicans in France, Holland and Ireland. Eve 
thing abroad which looked like the downfal of freedom 
was publiſhed and echoed here with triumph. 

If perſonal declarations, public acts, and federal pa- 
pers can be relied on, we have a ſtrong party in this 
country, who wiſh for a ſeaſon when congreſs ſhall be 

opened with a ſpeech from the thronetomy lords and gen- 
tlemen—they wiſh to have the papers announce that the 
princeſs royal was at the theatre—that the young prince 
had fallen from his horſe and received a flight contuſi- 
on in the joint of one of his fingers, which had been dc- 
clared by one of his majeſty's ſurgeons nor to be mortal ; 
that the carriage of the gentleman uſher of the black 


V If it be true, as ſome ſay, that a new adminiſtration could not change the 
preſent ſyſtem, then I agree with the advocates of preſent meaſure:, that we ought 
to have an hereditary monarch, Our ariſtocracies need a monarch to kep them in 
check, and our plans need a monarch to direct them, and faves to pay for them. 
Theſe plans and republicaniſm cannot live tog ther. ; 

+ That the people will not be happy dll their chief magiſtrate is hereditary. 
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rod had been broken down, but without aceident; or 
they wiſh to hear of brilliant levees and ſplendid drawing- 
rooms, and if any inſane man fhould happen to ſhoot 
at the precious royal pageant, they would have all the 
bulbous marquiſſes and bedizened earls with the whole 
bevy of dukes, viſcounts and lords run ta fee who ſhould 
ſirſt gain the ſenate-houſe and announce in faint and al- 
moſt breathleſs accents to the lords temporal and ſpiritu- 
al, the knights ot the woolſack, 5 my lords, the king has 
been shot at!” * juſt God, and have not thouſands, yea 
millions of his ſubjects not only been ſhot at, but ſhot and 
killed for his cauſe? have not the decks of his ſhips of 
war been paid over with the blood of dying agonizing 
man? my hrds, the king has been shot at | Thouſands fell 
in battle} to gain him his crown, tens of thouſands to ſup- 
port his dignity ; millians have endured hardſhips and 
death to ſupply the ſplendors of his throne and the artifi- 
cial wants of the ſycophants who ſurround it my lords, 
the king has been shot at“ by the politics of that king 
[7 thouſands of families have been deprived of their head 

| and ſupport—mourning, lamentation and woe have 
i been heard in every part of his dominion—the eaſt and 
1 welt Indies, and the United States have been made ſo 
many fields of blood, even the ocean has been ſwelled 
with the blood of murdered man—carnage on the con- 
tinent has furniſhed only the interludes of royal cruelty ; 
while the cries and tears of widows. and orphans, of 
tacked towns and a convulſed world, which dared not 
be expreſſed on earth, have riſen up in memorial before 
God—my lords, the king has been shot at ! and if all the 
king and emperors of the earth, with all thejr minions 
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* This ſhooting and ſtabbing of kings is a uſeleſs buſineſs. Brutus ſtabbed 
Cæſar; Cæfar fell; but the ſpi it of domination ſurvived. Ravillac and Damien 
aimed their daggers at kings Charlotte Corde ſtabbed Marat; but their daggers 
could not aflailinate p ide in the human heart, If the next tyrant ſycceeds with 
equal powers, in vain has the dagger been ſteeped in blood. Aridge the provers of 
r ulers, and you gain the objef whic' no deauly weapon can reach. 
: The poor »cetle, which we tread upon, in corporal ſufferance, feels 2 pang 
as great as when a giant dies.“ a 
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could be ſhot and depoſited in one grave, all the re- 
publicans throughout the earth might ſay, © The Lord 

ave and the Lord hath taken away, blefſed be the name 
of the Lord; and all the royaliſts might afſemble about 
the grave, and howl and lament, ſaying, here lies all that 
was mortal of his Turkjſh majeſty, who was once called 
« ſhadow of God, brother to the ſun and moon, diſpoſer 
of all earthly crowns !” here lies mixing with com- 
mon earth, the defender of the faith with his moſt chriſ- 
tian majeſty ! here lies the emperor of Ruſſia with the 
kings of- Spain and Denmark ! and the king of the Ro- 
mans; with the king of the Goths and Vandals, the great 
prince of Finland! with the knights of the ſtar and gar- 
ter, and the red eagle and the golden lion! here lie diſ- 
regarded the keys of St. Peter with cardinals? bonnets 
and golden croſſes! here lie the generaliſſimos and ad- 
miraliſſimos of our world! 3 [+113 
Was man made but a little lower than the angels, and 
yet has he ſunk ſo low as to ſtoop to ſuch flaviſh mockery ? © 
Sleep on ye who, when alive, by your deluſions, 
made the earth one great aceldama; the refurre&ion 
will wake you to leflons, which you never learnt nor 
taught on earth. + - „ | f | 


Having diſcuſſed the {artful means, and dreadful end 
of political deluſion, I ſhall now mark to you in diſtin& 
characters the AGENTS OF DELUSION. A queſtion is of. 
ten propoſed, how it is poſſible that our greateſt and 
moſt pious men ſhould betray us? I anſwer, becauſe you 
have every thing to lofe and they every thing to gain. 
Who under the ancient government of France deluded 
the people and held them in vaſſalage? the greateſt men, 
the moſt pious men! Who hold in ſubjection the people 
of Ruſſia, Germany and Poland? the greateſt and moſt 
pious of men! Who in England delude the people with 
dreams of national proſperity in the midſt of national 
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bankruptcy ? the lords ſpiritual and temporal! Who have 
been filling the world with deſolating wars for many 
centuries? the dignitaries of church and ſtate: men whoſe 
elevated birth or talents have raiſed them to elevated ſta- 
tions, and given them an immenſe influence over the 
people. Wealth and talents are like the mines of Peru 
to crowned heads: they know well how to ſeek, alchy. 
mize and improve their treaſures. The tendency of all 
overnments is towards monarchy : diſtinction of rank 
is among the firſt objects. When the leaders have com- 
paſſed this, the body of the people ſink into a ſtupid WM 
maſs, to be thereafter ranked as in the firſt claſs of cattle, 
to be driven to the military ſlaughter-houſes, to be ſhip- 
ped abroad for foreign conſumption, or to be dragging 
about their hated lives at home, ſubje& to the laſh and 
command of imperious lords, raiſed from nothing, by 
the power of delufion practiſed on themſelves. 
Greatneſs and littleneſs are only ideas of compariſon: 
as the baſe of the mountain is in the depth of the valley ; 
ſo the baſe of great men is in the lowneſs, poverty, igno- 
rance and humility of the people. Pride ſtimulates the 
knowing to be great: power furniſhes the means. When 
they would enſlave the people, they preſent to them 
pictures of liberty; when they would impoveriſh them, 
they preſent pictures of wealth; when they would lead 
them to war, they preſent pictures of peace and ſecunty. 
Deluſion can never ſucceed by exhibiting unadorned 
fat. Even the powers of reaſon and eloquence, which 
may be turned to infinite good, are often devoted to the 
production of infinite evil. When the Britiſh treaty 
was in diſcuſhon, had the cool reaſon of the count 
been addreſſed, that inſtrument had never been ratified ; 
but when an eloquent ſtateſman,“ puſhing beyond this 
cold region, addrefied the paſſions of the country, alarm- 
ed the Ke with tears of danger, and roufed the mer- 
chant by hopes of indemnity, he gained attention ; when 
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he preſented on the ſea coaſt vaſt loſſes uncompen- 
fated; on the frontier, Indian war; on our territory, actu- 
al encroachment ; national diſcord and abaſement,“ he 
wrought ſtrong impreſſions ; but when fathers were cal- 
led to witneſs the corn-fields fattened with the blood of 
their ſons and mothers; to hear the war-whoop waking 
the ſleep of the cradle, he became irręſiſtible; and to the 
tune of ſuch harmonicus ſongs the people of every 
country are in danger of dancing away their rights. 
When every meaſure fatal to liberty can be made to ap- 
pear conducive to it, their is need of infinite vigilance. 
Our great men are ready enough to preach to us peace 
and ſafety, even while they are leading us into ſyſtems, 
which will enſure to the earth a drenching of human 
blood through all generations, and will waft us to the 
ſound of the war-whoop from all the military nations 
of the earth. 

Theſe great men, who are to gain by every ſyſtem inju- 
rious to freedom and equal government, are the be/t in- 


formed men in ſociety. They are well verſed in lan- 


guages and hiſtory and political ſcience, and are able to 
ſay more andargue better on the wrong fide of the queſtion 
than the people are on either ſide of it. In all governments 
they are retained in favor of meaſures, if not by offices 
and bribes ; yet by hopes of office, of emolument, of 
honors and influence. All their hopes are pledged on 
a perfect underſtanding of every part of the ſubject. 
Their paſſions combine with their intereſts to make them 
eagle- eyed and diligent to know what the people will 
bear ; to watch the fit moment ; to attack the weak fide, 
and to make entry wherever they find a looſe clap- 
board. Such men harangued the country at the open- 
ing of our government, by telling them © that the people 
would be ſovereign ; that the poor would be favored ; 
that the agricultural intereſts would be held ſacred and 
eſpecially that taxes would be light.” But when a heavy 
debt was created, oſtenſibly from motives of juſtice to 
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the ſoldiers, though few had any :ritereſt in it, the air ; 
was filled with proteſtations of gratitude and honeſi Y p 


The people were indignant ; but thele artful men filen- f 
ced the riſing murmurs. Deluſion fat aloft and ns 2 
ed at the ſubtilty of her ſons. 8 


Theſe men can prove concluſively that a bee 0 
debt is a bleſſing or a curſe; that an army deſtroys or « 
cheriſhes freedom; that the friends of government are MW » 
the guardian angels of liberty, and that the oppoſers are a Ne 
part of Satan's choſen legion. They can prove that the t 
people virtually choſe eleQtors, when the men, choſen to \ 
preſcribe the manner of the people's chooſing, fay* that Ml x 
they are the people, and will chooſe for themſelves. They t 
can prove that counſellors F and members of congrels, t 
choſen by men who never ſaw nor knew them, are il 
more cautiouſly and judiciouſly choſen, than if their t 
conſtituents were their own neighbors; becauſe in the MW x 
laſt caſe partiality or paſſion might influence, which 
never could be the caſe when they know nothing about 
them. They can prove that the country grows rich, : 
in proportion to the taxes paid; juſt as a trench grows 
wide, in proportion to the lands taken from it. 

Subtle arguments, well directed and eloquently en- | 
forced, ſometimes lead men aſtray on queſtions of mere 
right and wrong. Shall we then wonder that men ſhould ' 
be deluded on ſubjects far. more complicated ? | 

The end to be anſwered by theſe arguments is im- 
menſe? it compaſſes all the objects at which deluſion W | 
has been aiming ever ſince it appeared in Eden. Do 


* The conſtitution of the U. S. 4 that each ſtate ſhall appoint, in ſuch 
manner as the legiſlature thereof ſhall direct, a number of eleQtors, Cc. By the | 
word ſtate, is meant the people of the ſtate. The word legiſlature, cannot be miſtaken— 
a plain man would expect that our legiſlature would appoint ſome mode for the peo- 
ple to chooſe ; but he might expect in vain Neither the people nor the legflature 
will chooſe them A few wiſe men in the legiſlature will chooſe them, and they will 
cauſe the -vcak men (if any 1uch ſhould be found in the precincts of that houſe) to 
vote according to orders. 

+ See Appendix. 


1 Here reference is had to the ſtate's voting at large (inftead of voting y +: dif- 
tricts. ) 
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ou Tee any wordly motives in theſe eloquent patriots ? 
Have you never known that a director of a bank wiſhes 
for a large capital to be ſubject to his control? that 
a judge is pleaſed with an extenſion of his juriſdiction? 
that a general is anxious for an increaſe of the army 
eſtabliſhment ? \and that a ſea-captain likes an addition 
of tonnage and guns to the ſhip which he is to com- 
mand ? Theſe men, who talk thus perſuaſively to you 
either are, or expect to be, ſharers of the power which 
they with you to delegate ; or truſtees of the confidence 
which they wiſh you to repoſe ; or managers of the mo- 
ney which they wiſh you to pay. Hence their zeal : 
hence their perſuaſive eloquence ! If you ſeem to doubt 
them they will aſk, are not we of you? are not our in- 
tereſts the ſame as yours? They are indeed, of you : ſo is 
the oak, which ſhades all the ſmaller trees and draws its 
nouriſhment from their roots, a part of the grove. They 
are of you : they tread the earth which you cultivate ; 
they feed on the luxuries which your induſtry ſupplies, 
and if an earthquake ſhould ſwallow the contry, they 
muſt condeſcend to fink with you; but by circumſtances 
of fortune, birth or ſuperior endowments of mind, or 
better education they have ceaſed to be as you; their 
political condition is immenſely different from yours: 
they are to govern, you are to be governed. They are 

well-born, you are baſe-born! © | | 
Who are the men conſtantly praiſing the meaſures of 
government? Theſe great, well-born! all intereſted in 
the ſubjects of their praiſes ; all craftſmen, who hve by 
making images for the worſhippers of the great goi|dels ; 
or thoſe really ba/e-born men, who have been in the ha- 
bit of following theſe great men, faithfully, as hounds do 
the horn. Theſe wiſe, pious leaders are crafty enough 
to ſpeak to their followers truly and rationally on com- 
mon ſubjects and by this they gain their confidence; like 
the retailer, who, wiſhing to get cent; per cent. profit 
on articles not well underſtood, will ſell his pins and 
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needles for leſs than prime coſt. Multitudes of men, 
whole rights are daily abridging, follow on in admiration 
of government. They are made to believe that religion 
is attacked; that the French are coming upon us; that 
the democrats are raiſing an army, or that the rays of 
preſidental favor, after melting down all the great men 
above them, may finally honor them with a ſcorch- 
ing. A great temptation with the baſe-born is, that by 
thus doing they keep the track of the great, dignified 
and wealthy; exactly the company which deſpiſes them 
and which they ought to avoid. If among theſe baſe- 
born ſhould be any abſtra& philoſophers, who ſeeing 
that great beaſts devour little ones, and great fiſh the 
ſmaller, and are willing to devote themſelves by heca- 
tombs to the rapacity and gluttony of theſe great men, I 
wiſh them many conſolations as they are experiencing 
the work of maſtication and digeſtion. Surely devoured 
they will be, provided their learned, pious, juggling 
leaders, ſhould ſerve them as ſuch men have ſerved their 
followers in every age of the world. 


The uniform language of theſe great men is, a little 
more patience, a little more money, in a ſhort time ſun- 
beams will be in abundance,* yet never was ſuch a pro- 
miſe realiſed. When Deluſion is detected and diſap- 
pointment ſucceeds, it ſometimes happens that an heroig. 
patriot dare to ſay, as Tell“ to Greſler, Tyrant, this ar- 
row is for thy heart —but tis ſtupid to bear and ſuffer 
voluntarily, or like Carthuſians to beat ourſelves, till 
excels of pain ſtimulates to vengeance on the ſyſtem, 
A free people, would always continue free, if they were 
as vigilant as their rulers; but a dormant acquieſcence 
will forever land them in ſervitude. Single man 1s de- 
praved ; uncontroled he would be intolerable. Men 
placed together without reſtraint, and made ſtrong with 
power and money, will uſurp. 


Hero of the revolution in Switzerland, anno 1309. 


"7 
But ſay theſe great men, It is impoſlible for the 
men in power to uſurp: our government is well ſur- 
rounded by a conſtitutional fence.” I aſk, what avails a 
fence againſt a herd of deer? That conſtitution“ is per- 
haps as well er 3 as language would admit; but 
language is very elaſtic. The men, whoſe interelt it is 
to {tretch it to the extent, are, or have made themſelves, 
the judges of it. They know well the force and power 
of every word; the eaſt, weſt, north and ſouth, of eve- 
ry ſemicolon, and can extract power from every daſh 
or aſteriſm. They have moſtly been practitioners in 
this work, and underſtand it as the engineer under- 
ſtands the force of his ordnance. 
That conſtitution delegated powers calculated for the 
contingencies of centuries ; but it is a ſingular fact, that 
all thoſe contingencies have occurred in the courſe of ele- 
ven years of peace, and that theſe great men actually pro- 
ceeded, under the power of raifing armies expreſsly con- 
fined to congreſs, to provide that an army of 80,000 men 
might be raiſed at the pleaſure of the prefident. As well 
might they have faid 800,000, or have left the number 
wholly indefimte, or they might have made a general law 
that the preſident of the United States ſhould always ex- 
erciſe the functions of the legiſlature under this article. 
They might have gone further and enacted laws which, 
like the colle&s of the Romith ritual, would have an- 
ſwered all purpoſes, and then have ordained that the pre- 
fident might bring into operation thoſe laws, whenever 
he judged beſt, and then have adjourned without day. 
Theſe great men made a ſedition act; which, however 
conſtitutional in terms, was unconſtitutionally and baſely 
directed towards placing one claſs of our citizens at the 
feet of the other. They made an alien act, which was a 
very ingenious thing; but it would not go! And finally 
* The republican intereſt is firmly attached to the conſtitution: part of them from 


a perfuaſion of its excellence: they reſt from a belief, that it is neceſfary to our 


political exiſtence, and that an attempt to alter it or ſubſtitute anather iu its place 
would be hazardous. | 
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having exhauſted their other powers, they raiſed a batte- 
ry againſt the remonſtrances of the people, manned by a 
committee of privileges*; and began to work ſecretly un- 
der the general clauſe, empowerin them, © to make all 
laws, which ſhould be neceſſary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers and all other pow- 
ers, veſted by the conſtitution in the government of the 
United States or in any department thereof.“ This, as 
they were about to work it, was to operate as a wide 
open gate, out. of this eneloſure which was ſo well 
fenced. They even attempted to take from the legiſla- 
tures the power, which theſe laſt had wre/ted from the 
people, of chooling electors... The machinery of a bill 
was perfect; but it would not go! 

Well, fay theſe great men, the conſtitution is not yet 
violated : and, let me ſay, on. your vague principles it 
never can be violated : but the conſtitution 7s in fact vio- 
lated, whenever an act is paſſed without the motives or 
cauſes, which that conſtitution contemplated as the baſis 
of ſuch act: for example, the conſtitution ſays, - “you 
may borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
may coin money, raiſe aud ſupport armies ; provide 
and maintain a navy; : appoint ambaſſadors ; *” now if 
money is unneceſſarily borrowed, or coined at great ex- 
pence and without occaſion; war declared; armies raiſed 
and navies provided without juſt cauſe; if ambaſſadors 
are ſent abroad to ſee whether water is fluid ; what are 
the expenies of living abroad; and what a wicked world 
we live in; ſurely, in all theſe caſes the conſtitution is 
violated ; far the power is . exerciſed under circumſtances 
which will not warrant its exerciſe. Even if the conſti- 
tution had ſaid © do whatever your hands find to do 
with all your might ;*? yet this would not have ſanction- 


ed the enaction of one uſeleſs, oppreſſive or intolerant 


law, nor have juſtified the waſte of a cent of public 
money, nor the impoſition of one unneceſſ; lary tax. 


| #® Sce proceedings of the Senate in the caſe of Duane. 
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It is Deluſion's ſelf which is conſtantly crying to you 
that the conſtitution is your ſacred bulwark and that it 
is yet inviolate. You, the people, muſt be the bulwark 
of that conſtitution, or it will never preſerve your rights : 
your ſentiments, your actions, your very ſouls muſt 
animate that conſti.ution and give life and effect to its 
language. When the ſpirit of the people is lulled by 
the loft zephyrs of Deluſion into ſecurity in the lap of the 
conſtitution ; when it relies on inanimate paper for ſe- 
curity of rights, that people is in the firſt ſtage of ſlavery, 
Of what avail think you was the magna char ta of Great 
Britain, to the millions who have been preſſed into na- 
val or military ſervice; to the authors and printers, who 
have periſhed in dungeons, or to the tens of thouſands, 
who for aſſerting ſome privileges under the magna char- 
ta of the great God, have been tranſported to Botany- 
Bay, or ſuffered a gibbet at home? yet this magna 
charta, this precious boon. of a king, benignantly re- 
ſtoring to the people one half of their rights, has been 
kept literally inviolate. 

In a free government the rulers muſt reſign their ide. 
vanity and avarice ; and in conſideration of the truſt 
repoſed in them mwu/? make ſacrifices, in order to yield to 
the people the bleſſings of a republic: but our rulers are 
not tempered to ſuch bargains: they like the money, 
the power, the titles and diſtinctions; but avoiding the 
ſacrifices, are puſhing hard to have the ſubſtance of ariſ- 
tocratic government under the form of a republic.— 
Hence their conſtant demands for energy to cruſh op- 
poſition 3 but the ſeeds of oppoſition are ſown in the ca- 
binet. 

There is a ſtout hardy race of men in this country, 
who fought and paid for a republic. They have learned 
tadtics which will enable them to out general your oblique 
manceuvres. They dont reaſon logically as your great 


men do; but they have learned to ſpeak in language 
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which kings and courtiers are obliged to underſtand; and 
ſhould there be any very loud call for additional energies, 
nothing but reſpect for the laws will reſtrain them from 
ſpeaking that language. They are even now inſulted 
with all the arguments which have been uſed in favor 
of energetic governments, ever ſince the days of Pha- 
roah : but every one knew long before our revolution 
that an energetic government could be ſupported : it is 
a piece of unfailing machinery ; invented many centuries 
ago, and conſiſts in governing as much, in collecting as 
many taxes, and in employing as much force as the go- 
verned will bear without revolt. The patriarchal go- 
vernment of ſlaves is energetic; it goes to the utmoſt verge 
of endurance. Peter the Great, who civilized his ſub- 


eas, ſuſpending them by thouſands over the Wolga in 


the moſt cruel tortures, was an energetic prince. The 
late Frederic, practiſed all the tactics of energy. Henry 
4th and Lewis 14th were energetic. Nearly all the na- 
tions of Europe are groaning under the bleſſings of ener- 
getic government ; and whenever. the cry for energy 
with us overpowers the cry of the people for freedom, 
we ceaſe to have the government for which we bled. 
Should a ſeaſon ever arrive, when no opinions are re- 
ſpected, except thoſe which in courtly orations and ſer- 
mons, or in addrefles* or reſponſes to addreſſes ſervilely 
adulate the meaſures of government, that ſeaſon will 
be a dark morning to a diſmal day for Americans. 
Rights once given up, are never reſtored : principles 
once deſerted never return. 

Monarchy and-republicaniſm part at this point ; the 


firſt infiſts on unity and energy; the laſt on ſuch a diviſion 


* Though the interference of the people in matters of government has been 
thought dangerous ; yet addteſſes in favor of meaſures have been graciouſly received 
and anſwered. hen the preſident has paſſed a city, the mayor and aldermen are 
impre ſſed—- and have the honor and can't expris themſelves, and rhe preſident re 
ceives with great gratitude and wiches them greac icreaſe of ſuch feelings, and tells 
them how important they are tw the union, &c. A few more ſuch addteſſes and 16 
Iponſes ! and your rights are not worth a cent per man. 
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of power that it cannot be dangerous. With ſuch divi- 
ſion no laws can be made and no plans projected, except 
they be of general and obvious utility. There will be, 
then, no national greatneſs, deſtroying ſike a mighty 
monſter every portion of ſocial happineſs; no men whoſe 
falaries ſhall abſorb the earnings of hundreds. If it be 
ſaid we can have no peace nor wealth, except we com- 
mand it by force : no reſpeQability, except we conform 
to the policy and manners of other courts ; Then take 
that courſe with all its ſplendors. *Tis not the courſe of 
a republic. 

Deluſion is ready to whiſper, theſe are all idle va- 
garies; but they are not the vagaries of modern philo- 
ſophy, all the ſubjugated people of the earth have found 
them to be ſolemn, humbling, dreadful realities. No- 
thing can prevent their eſtabliſhment here, but the 
united and perſevering efforts of thoſe who are deſtined 
to be delnded. | 

Having preſented a courſe of deluſions under the 
head of theſe great men: you may be ready to aſk 
If theſe men are dangerous, how ſhall we <A rid of 
them? Ianſwer, that theſe great and dangerous men, 
whoſe feelings and intereſts are always oppoſed to 
equal rights generally compoſe about one tenth of ſo- 
ciety. You have no other means to extricate your- 
ſelves ; but by paſling over that part of the nine tenths 
whom they 1 ſecured by favors or deluded by their 
enchantments, and to choole from the remamder the 
firmeſt and moſt intelligent. What cries one and ano- 
ther, will you leave our men of abilities and put in the 
baſe-born to govern us? Be compoſed, gentlemen, the 
baſe-born ſupport the government, and ſuppoſe you 
ſhould juſt let them have a peep through the key-hole 
of the treaſury door; they may ſee what will amuſe 
them. But you may be comforted, theſe great men 
are made of very flexible materials; and as foon as they 
and. power to be decidedly on the other fide of the- 


40 


uation, they will be after it: and perhaps ſome of 
theſe baſe-born may prove themſelves to be better than 
they appear. You will recollect that the citizens of this 
country are like trees, all ſet out together : but, through 
the influence of a ſyſtem of favor, one part of them have 
been nurſed and watered, and the earth about them en- 
riched: they have bad all the nouriſhment of the 
ground, the others have been neglected. Not only fo, 
but the language to them has been © be ye accurſed, let 
no fruit grow on ye forever.” Are we to wonder that 
all paſſers by admire the thrift and flouriſhing ſtate of 
the firſt, and are diſpoſed to ſay that the laſt ought to 
be cut down and gathered into bundles ? 

"Tis a real misfortune to the nine-tenths of ſociety, 
that the other tenth ſhould be oppoſed to them; but 
never let it be fogotten, that the argument drawn from 
the coincidence of great and wiſe and holy politict- 
ans in public meaſures, 1s of all others the moſt alarm- 
ing. Theſe are the only men whom you have to fear. 
It ſome are apparently more holy than their neighbors, 
then if they meddle with your politics they are moſt 
capable of deceiving you: their holineſs may recom- 
mend them to heaven ; but 1s no guarantee for their 
political rectitude. This claſs, however, are gene- 
rally ſet on by other great men: not by thoſe who 
are great becauſe they are rich; for tlieſe are the tools 
of another ſet, who are the knowing ones. In Athens 
thoſe who became too great and influential ſuffered 
oſtraciſm: but in this country we ought to have pru- 
dence enough to prevent any man, or claſs of men, from 
deſerving ſuch an honorable baniſhment. 

For my own part, I am willing to be governed by 


men greater, wiſer and richer than myſelf: but have no 


opinion of having men ſo great that their altitude muſt 
be taken by a quadrant and their width by a four-rod 
chain : through exceſſive indulgence we: have, already, 
a number of men too great tor a republic. How comes 
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it that theſe great men are ſo very fit to govern? Inter- 
nal government is deſigned to control inordinate paſſi- 
ons: great men are moſt proud. avaricious, and tyran- 
nical : will you then ſelect theſe to curb pride, avarice 
and tyranny ? Republican ſociety is to protect the weak 
againſt the ſtrong : but, if the ſtrong are to have all the 
power the weak will be oppreſſed. But ſays one and 
another, what will become of our great men? My 
anſwer is, that they always had addreſs enough to work 
their own paſſages. The great hoſt of mankind, the 
nine-tenths, are thoſe, which a republican government 
ought to concern itſelf about; and if this is faithfully at- 
tended to, the other tenth will ſtill gain ſuch a portion of 
power and money as ill make them uſeful inſtead of 
dangerous. They are the very men for your purpoſes 
whenever you have reduced them to the ſtandard 
weight and meaſure of the people. \ | 

I am well aware of the great convenience which many 
of you find in Keeping cloſe to theſe knowing men, in 
gathering the crumbs which fall from the tables of the 
rich, and in failing under the lee of the eccleſiaſtical con- 
voy-ſhips ; but you are taking a bad road: it is a broad 
road; it is the broad road: thouſands have paid turnpike 
toll on it before you were born; and, if you follow it, it 
may lead you to wealth and honors; it may ruin your 
country ; but will certainly land you where it has landed 
all your predeceſſors. | 

Having little confidence in addrefling placemen, court 
ſycophants and thoſe who expect the wages of hirelings, 
I turn to the laſt general head of political deluſions, 
which is the ſubject of ELECTIONS ro OFFICE. 


If the career of deluſion could be ſtopped at the end 
of every two or four years, and the people could be left 
to exerciſe free and unbiaſſed elections, all the evils 
propoſed to you might be remedied ; but deluſion re- 
ſerves his greateſt ſtrength and ſubtlety for theſe occa- 
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ſions, which, in their turn, demand from me an accu- 
mulated force of diſcuſſion. oy 

Let me firſt preſent to you the deluſions which have 
attended paſt elections. Formerly, the people of his coun- 
try had ſenſe enough to originate and organize govern- 
ment; and, by their intelligence and energies, to keep it 
in operation; now, by force of federal opiates, the 
have juft ſenſe enough to chooſe the wiſeſt and — 
men, but, as ſoon as the choice is over, they ſink into a 
torpid ſtate, and thus remain for two years, till the trump 
of new election wakes them to new life and energy: 
but even then they have been ſo long dormant that ſome- 
times the crew of a ſhip muſt be murdered ; this murder 
muſt be regiſtered in ſermons for. the edification of po- 
litical ſaints ; the men muſt continue bona fide dead, till 
the election is cloſed ; miracles muſt be wrought: at the 
bottom of meal tubs ; the Indian tribes muſt be all in 
motion to invade the frontiers; mighty ſhips with mighty 
men in them muſt be traverſing the ocean on mighty, 
portentous and unaccountable errands ; the whole 
litical ſtage muſt be veiled in darknefs and myſtery ; 
clouds, tempeſts and coruſcations muſt mark the ſky : 
and, in the midft of all this ſcenery, Satan with his infer- 


nal hoſt muſt be advancing to take his long leaſe of the 


earth, and to make princes and nobles of thoſe infernal 
oppoſers of religion and good government, whom all 
friends of order are called on to keep out of place, All 
this, in modern days, is neceſſary to wake the people to 
a recollection that the men, whom they choſe laſt are 
the fitteſt candidates for another election. 

But mark how ineffectual areall theſecauſes to produce 
the wiſhed effect, tifl, joining the wonder-working hoſt, the 
clergy (and as Cowper to aid his verſe, fo I, my proſe, 
with awe profound repeat the facred name, the clergy) 
heralds of the prince of peace, ambaſladors of him, who 
diiclaimed for himſelf and his followers the honors of 
men; the clergy, preachers of the word of life, deign 
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for ſome days to wave their ſacerdotal functions; to de- 
ſcend from their high ſeats, made venerable by the ref. 
pect of the people for religion, and as they advance to 
join and influence the throng you may hear a ſhout 
from every quarter, THE CHURCH IS IN DANGER! This 
completes the ſcenery, and lethargy ſtarts into life and 
vigor. At this moment by the light of thoſe great moral 
luminaries Robiſon“ and Barruel, and by the aid of 
Ruſh-lights,} are diſcovered in all their deformity the 
atheiſtical oppoſers of funding ſyſtems, thoſe delightful 
downy pillows, on which have ſlept in everlaſting repoſe 
the rights of man; the abandoned enemies of ſplendid 
American courts, of diplomatic legions, of foreign tri- 
bute. As this viſton is paſſing, the people are called on 
to look at thoſe difintereſted men, who regardleſs of pri- 
vate intereſt, have ſacrificed years to their ſervice, and 
who wiſh to ſerve them again, only to ſhow their zeal to 
the death. The election being ſatisfactorily cloſed, the 
people, like the bird, whom they repreſent, fly to their 
hiding places to wait for a biennial reſurrection. | 
Let no one imagine that I would repreſent the cler 
as acting out of their ſphere in all this ſcenery ; & 
is it not faid unto them, Go ye into all the world and 
preach politics unto every creatu e. When men ap- 
poſe ye, call them enemies of God and trample them un- 
der your feet. Appoint faſts unto the Lord, and when 
the people are aſſembled, ſay to them that the Lord reign- 
eth on the earth in the mid/t of men of power and 
wealth ; that he delighteth in the proud, even in thoſe who 
are lofty ; that he will exalt the vain, and lay in the duſt, 


thoſe who are humble in his fight ; that the great men are 
gods ; but that the little men are like the chaff, which he 


driveth before the wind; that in the day of his power be 


* Theſe ar- the writers who undertook to prove that the French revolution origi - 
nated in philo/ophiſm and infidelity. Dela ion blefics the.o for veiling the true cauſe, 
which every American knew to have been the exceilve oppreſſion of rhat people under 
their ancient government. | 

+ Peter Porcupine. 
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will ſhine mightily on thoſe who are in power, and that 
he will make the people under them like the hay, and the 
ftubble and the fecepings of the threſhing floor.” And 
when theſe mighty men ſhall ſay unto you the church is 
in danger; then ſhall ye cry mightily unto the people 
and ſay © the church is in danger,“ and when my peo- 
ple hear this, they ſhall gird on each one his armour, and 
ye ſhall lead my people, and ye ſhall ſay unto them, 
< Though theſe mighty men be blaſphemers, and though 
they are often ſeen in the ſeat where Satan dwelleth ; yet 
8 for righteouſneſs ſake they livealie, and though apparent- 
k ly the diſciples of Satan will ia the end betray them,“ and 
0 the people ſhall hear you and ſhall fear you, and they 
x ſhall ſay unto theſe mighty men © ye have taken our 
; cloaks: yet ye are cold; ye have taken our purſes ; yet 
| ye are poor; ye have mortgaged our houſes and :our 
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lands; yet ye are deſtitute: behold what remains to us, 

take of all that which ſeemeth to ye meet; for though 

ye be called our ſervants; yet we are ſervants unto you, 
[ and will ſerve you—we and our wives and our children.” 
'F Hail mighty Deluſion, theſe are thy handy works! 
1 Fortunately for us, moſt of theſe deluſions have loſt 
4 their effect. Robiſon and Barruel, can deceive no more. 
| The 17 philoſophiſtical work-ſhops of Satanf have never 
h been found: not one illuminatus major nor minor has 
| beendiſcovered in America, though their names havebeen 
1 publiſhed, and though their exiſtence here is as clearly 
1 proved as was their exiſtence in Europe. The cannibal's 
7 progreſs and bloody buoy, have deſtroyed each other : 
y the political prayers ſent up on former occaſions have 
" never reached the tops of the ſteeples, nor have they 
i brought one bleſſing down : the pantomimical ſermons, 
which have graced political ſabbaths are laughed at: the 
ſuggeſtions about Jefterſon's atheiſm are deſpiſed, ſince 


; * When the clergy are denouncing the infidelity of Jefferſon and M*Kear—aſk 
4 them to exnibit the piety and orthodoxy of Charles Cotelwerth Pinckney and James 
I: Roſs ! 


+ See Mr. Lewis's oration delivered in New Haven, July, 1799. 
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many who make them are found to be men, who would 
ſell all the teinples and altars in the country for 12 fri- 
gates: the monſtrous noiſe about ancient wickednels and 
infidelity is abated, ſince mankind have reflected that 
the ſins of the antediluvians are not particularly charge- 
able on democrats. The terrible outery about French 
atheiſm has met a ſimilar fate, and the charges of 
French cruelty vaniſh before the characteriſtic crimes 
of Britain, which faſhien obliges us to read on the anni- 
verſaries of incependence in the monumental act of our 
country. Murders and robberies on ſea; plots and in- 
ſurrections on land, have all loſt their effect: and all the 
little tricks of deluſion, ſuch as the prophecy of a re- 
markable boy in Vermont about the great evils which 
this country might expect from the reign of democracy, 
together with Nelſon's belts, Suwarrow bonnets, Dan- 
Harriſon and Moſes Seymour letters* are flying on the 
wings of oblivion to the realms of Erebus. 

Better than this, the federal party} is divided. Porcu- 
pine is gone, Fenno reſigned, Me Henry miſſing, Pick 
ering diſmiſſed great confuſſion in the cabinet: Sedg- 
wick, Harper, Lyman and Co. taking leave of their 
conſtituents and publiſhing letters of advice, which are 
to fail down the ſtream of: time as jolly-boats to the ad- 
vice of Waſhington. 

Lately our chief executive was the rock on which the 
{ſtorm might beat: then he was ſuppoſed to ſecond the 
views of a party; and faid to be the champion of 
a durable ſyſtem, the unerring pilot of the political ſhip : 
now that party regard him as a frail ſand-mole over 
which waſhes every wave: of weak meaſures, a timid 


Tuo letters publiſhed in the Litchfield paper, to influence the choice of repre- 
ſentatives and republiſhed in many of the federal papers for weeks after the object of 
them had been defeated by the choice of Meſſrs. Kirby and Welch. 

+ By a light breeze raiſed in the city of New York—fanned by an able patriot, 
the aſhes were blown from the coils of 1776: republicaniſm rouſed to reſcue expiring 
rights from the convulſions which awajted them. Deluſion took the alarm | | 
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partizan: of a crazy ſhip, a blind pilot. Now they 
wiſh for ſome young energetic leader, who will bear no 
foreign inſults, who will have wooden walls and regi- 
ments in abundance.* e Led 
In this confuſed ſtate of the leading party, it 1s difficult 
to calculate in what form deluſion is to attack you. 
Whether the diplomatic corps abroad are to operate, or 
whether ſermons on a new conſtruction are to be ſerved 
up, is yet a matter of doubt. I ſhall, however, venture 
to preſent you ſome of the probable deluſions and cer- 
tain obſtructions which are to operate againſt your 
exerciſe of free election. ll 
Look at once on the ariſtocracies, which I have nam. 
ed to you, conſider their wealth, their force, their 
ſubtlety, the immenſe intereſts which they have at 
ſtake; remember that theſe furniſſi the men, who, in the 
definition of my ſubject, were ſtiled the prime agents 
of deluſion, who know the heart and the avenues to the 
paſſions, and who can place before you, with ſtrong im- 
preſſions, every conceivable motive of hope and fear. 
Your treaſury, ſupplied with your own money, 1s to ope- 
rate againſt your freedom of election. See the hoſt of 
your brethren, who depend on that treaſury. Tens of 
thouſands of men in our country live on the people: 
but independent of them and their weight and influence 
is found moſtly in the governing ſcale. If the firſt 
officers loſe their election the ſubordinate ones may 
loſe their offices and emoluments : therefore every 
new election has exactly all their influence, and generally 
that of all their connections to balance againſt an im- 
partial iſſue, and by all that influence which is incalcu- 
lably great and increaſing thoſe in place have a chance 
of re- election ſuperior to thoſe not in place. This idea 
* The party referred to complain that Mr Adams was capricious and ungovern- 
able in the cabinet. They with for a preſident, who inſtead of being the pilot ſhall 
be the rudder of the ip, which they may ſteer at pleaſure. Mr. Adams's firmneſs 


and integrity will always be reſpe*t:4 even by thoſe who have not been partial to the 
meaſures of his admiriftration. A 
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opens to you the inducement which the higher officers 
have to lead up a funding ſyſtem, an army, a navy, 
federal city, valuation tax. All theſe things lead to new 
appointments in abundance, to a fyſtem of 'favor,* 
which engages a hoſt of expectants in addition to the 
ſucceſsful candidates and whenever theſe offices amount 
ſufficiently to create a moral certainty of re- election, 
the government ceaſes to be republican : you may then 
call it an oligarchy or a monarchy : to the people it 
matters not what it is. 

But theſe great men and privileged orders do not op- 
poſe to you their ſingle votes ; they have about them a 
hoſt of ſycophants or dependants, who muſt vote ac- 
cording to orders : but not to this falſe influence alone 
is Deluſion confined. The characters, principles and 
feelings, of thoſe who are oppoſed to preſent men and 
meaſures are to be torn in pieces. The election ball is 
not well opened, till the republicans are bleeding at every 
pore, The 4th of July occaſions, f which you imagined 
yourſelves to have earned, have been wreſted from you 
and they have been perverted into days for chaſtiſing 
the enemies of adminiſtration by the odious characters 
of illuminatiſts, diſorganizers and atheiſts : but as our 
Indian tribes, when they are torturing a priſoner, ſuffer 
him, 1n the interval of his torments, to fit and ſmoke or 
eat with them ; ſo have theſe federal gentlemen, after a 
public wounding of you in every part, ſuffered you to 
dine with them, to toaſt men, whom you regard as deſ- 
poilers of your rights; and to join them in copious liba- 
tions to principles and meaſures, which you hold in ab- 
horrence; and, the penalty for your neglecting or refuſing 
to do and ſuffer the whole meaſure of torment has. been, 


* Had the conſtitution veſted appointments in a committee to be changed every 
two years, ſome evils now experienced would have been avoided: perhaps an are::d- 
ment on this part would be full as valuable as an amendment aimed at the perion of 
Albect Gallatin. | 

Elections would be well guarded if officers of government could be excluded 
from voting. Their votes and influence cannot be impartial. 

t Theſe days have been eminently improved to ſerve the purpoſes of electi 
and to ſow the ſeeds of federal wrath and animoſity. ; 
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to hold you up as a hiſſing and a bye- word, as jacobins, 
anarchiſts, and fit companions for infernal ſpirits. Such 
has been part of the ſyſtem of tyranny, which, even be- 
fore our own eyes, has been acted repeatedly on the me- 
morable anniverſaries of our independence. Happy 
would it be were this confined to the great cities; but 
our government has led up a number of little ariſtocra- 
cies no bigger than pea-bruſh in our ſmall towns— 
where either prieſt or lawyer, or federal officers, or mo- 
dern whigs and their aſſociates, muſt, like their ſuperi- 
ors, be lording 1t over the poor convicted democrats. 

A great art, on theſe publie occaſions, has been to 
paint up a certain character in every deformity of vice; 
then to rob the infernal wardrobe to drefs him, then 
to call this a democrat, diſorganizer, jacobin and 
fatamit. Their creed is to be as monſtrous as their ap- 
pearance ; they are made to believe things incredible, to 
practife things horrid, and to meditate miſchiefs infinite. 
There, fay they, ladies and gentlemen, is a republican 
and this is republicaniſm. Then to ſhew the power of 
contraſt, you have preſented a charming, amiable, di- 
vine character, dreſſed in celeſtial robes, believing, prac- 
tifing and contriving all which is good and deſerving. 
This, ſay they, is a federaliſt, and this is federaliſm. 
They then proceed to muſter up all the infernal actions 
of all the bad men in the world, and ſet them up as the 
admiration of theſe infernals. They make them look 
complacently at blaſphemy, ſmile at murder and fall in- 
to a broad laugh at atheifm. They then aſſign to them 
as. compamions all the wretches, who have m every age 
diſgraced humanity : and on the other fide all the good 
actions throughout the world ; all men famous for piety, 
goodneſs and ſcience, are preſented as the objects of love 
and eſteem for their celeſtials. They claim all holy men 
of every age as federaliſts. Then, to crown the work, 
they ſend theſe infernal jacobins to the infernal world, 
end tranſlate the federaliſts to a ſtate of glory. 
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Nearly every one who hears me, knows this picture to 
be taken from the life - every one knows it to be ſheer. 
palpable, abuſive deluſton; combining the baſeſt of means 
with the moſt abandoned of ends. There is a great hoſt of 
intelligent republicans m this country ; not one of whom 
wiſhes for the abolition of ney and government ; not 
one of whom approves any of the unjuſtifiable meaſures 
of France. 

But Deluſion knows that many men fear to be on the 
weak ſide; therefore theſe occafions are ſometimes im- 
proved to fhew that there are few or no democrats in 
theſe northern ſtates. I ſhall the fallacy of this 
by two ſhort traverſes. 

Firſt, go about the country and aſk the people, do 
you like Mr. Adams, Mr. Pickering, Oc? they don't 
know. Do you like the conſtitution? Yes. Do you 
like the funding ſyſtem, federal city, foreign intercourſe, 
ſtamp- act. army, navy—no, decidedly not one of them. 
But aſk them whether they intend to vote for federal 
men—they will anſwer, yes, certainly; for we are told 
that all the democrats are atheiſts, and would pull down all 
religion and government. Now ſurely a tederaliſt muſt 
be aſhamed that men, thoroughly republicans at heart 
ſhould be obliged to make war on their feelings, princi- 
ples and liberties, under the influence of ſuch a falſe, 
barefaced deluſion. The man, who told them this knew 
it to be falſe : he never ſaw any man in his ſenſes, who 
wiſhed to deſtroy all religion, and ſurely he never be- 
lieved that great exertions would be made by men to 
get into place, if their object was no other than to tear 
down the edifice of government aad to bury themſelves 
in its ruins. Multitudes of rational men are for deſtroy- 
ing that kind of religion, which is made a foot-ball or 
ſtalking horſe, and which operates only to diſhonor God 
and ruin man: but the world at large is well diſpoſed 
to have due homage paid to the ſource of being, though 
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it may differ about the forms, in which that can be moſt 
acceptably rendered. 

But let us try another traverſe. From the whole 
number of reputed federaliſts, deduct thoſe, who depend 
directly or indirectly on government for ſupport ; de- 
duct the expectants of federal office: theſe ſurely are 
not impartial judges; then deduct the great hoſt of men 
who are marked like a box of glaſs, with a keep this ſide 
%, who would be pleaſed with any government under 
a dey, bey, monarch, grand duke, grand ſeignor, or 
viceroy, provided they could ſhare the power of it: 
men, who praiſe all preachers, ſerve all great men and 
are lacquies to every thing but truth and honeſty ; then 
deduct the great number of men who are wholly unin- 
formed on the ſubject of government and who are fe- 
deral, merely becauſe they are hauled about by a federal 
windlaſs ; then deduct the men in advanced hfe, who 
have ſeen many changes and have been deluded in them 
all, and who calculate that in any government things 
will be as bad as the men in power can make them. 

After theſe deduQtions you may look round for fede- 
raliſts, you will not ſee men as trees walking. Separate 
thoſe who follow for the loaves and fiſhes, with thoſe 
who habitually follow the multitude, from the ſincere 
admirers ot preſent men and meaſures, and the reſult 
would preſent the concluſions which your minds ought 
to admit. 

But, fay theſe deiuders, * ſuppoſe there are a few demo- 
crats ſee who they are, a poor ragged noiſy company! but 
to thele rags you owe your robes : theſe men have been 
taxed ſeverely to ſupport a government, which gloried 
in depriving them of the means. When a federal tax- 
gatherer appeared, they could not, as you could, reſort 
to federal purſes ; but caſt your eyes ſouthward and you 
will ſee ſome men with whole clothes, correct morals and 
unqueſtionable intelligence, daring to oppoſe {trength to 
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argument and thunder of eloquence to your motley 
garbled ſyſtem of European politics. 

We poor ragged democrats in theſe truly federal 
northern ſtates, who read the lying Bee, Aurora and 
Mercury, and dare not touch theSpeQator, the Centinel, 
nor the Connecticut Courant leſt the ſplendor of truth 
ſhould deſtroy our eye- ſight: we, who meet in barns to 
ſettle the nation, pray that our littleneſs may ſave us 
from the cruſhing power of your federal highneſles. 
We confeſs that for our ſins we deſerve to have an ever- 
laſting debt fixed upon us, due to men who deſpiſe the 
ſervices for which the debt was contracted. We delerve 
to be kept under by an army and navy. We deſerve 
to be made the victims of conſtructive treaſon and have 
no claim to be afterwards treated as the monuments of 
preſidential mercy. Jails, fines, and gallowſes ought 
to be our portion. We deſerve even in the midſt of 
ſuffering to be jeered and laughed at byour tormentors ; 
to be traduced in the news-papers of federal truth, and 
to be ranked in faſt and election- ſermons among infern- 
al ſpirits. We deſerve to be wholly cut off from all 
hope of preſidential favor and the bleſſing of ſociety. 
Though ſone of us fought and bled for the revolution, 
yet we have fallen from our firſt eſtate into all the guilt 
and pollution of democracy; and had it not been for 
the ſparing mercy of our true liege lords we ſhould long 
ſince have been cut off from our homes, and had our 
portions appointed among the democrats of a wretched 
world. Have mercy upon us! Have mercy upon us! 
ye well-ted, well drefſed, chariot-rolling, caucus-keep- 
ing, levee- revelling federaliſts ; ; for we are poor and 
wretched and ignorant and miſerable, 

I ſhould hope that ſuch a humble confeſſion might 
ſave the poor handful of northern democrats from the 
mighty power of the northern federaliſts, and that theſe 
gentlemen would turn their attention to the banks of 
the Hudfon, Delaware and Potomac, where they may 
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find as much ability, integrity and eloquence as they 
can afford to meet: but, if we muſt be perſecuted, we 
ſhall probably increaſe, and perhaps in eight years more 
there may be ſome of our number, who can diſcern the 
difference between a government of equal rights and a 
government, where inequality and diſtinction of rank 
torm the moſt prominent feature. 

Now let me ſeriouſly aſk my brethern, the retailers of 
words and geſtures on thoſe anniverſaries Do you not 
know at leaſt twenty democrats* in the United States, 
who profeſs far more accurate and extenſive knowledge 
on the ſubject of politics than you do? who have as large 
families, and as much property to protect as you have; 
and whoſe reaſonings and concluſions on the ſtate of our 
country are likely to be full as ingenious and pertinent 
as yours ? If you are ignorant of this you ought to read, 
Well, have you any power of attorney from theſe men 
to abuſe them? have you a patent for the excluſive uſe 
of all the opprobrious terms in the language? or do you 
.claim to be key-keepers to that world, whither you have 
fo often ſent the democrats? how comes it that every 
orator, on ſuch occaſions, is able to call before him all 
the great, and brave, and wiſe men of ancient and mo- 
dern days, of this and all other countries and to catechiſe 
and curſe them? There is ſomething mighty farcical in 
all this buſineſs. It 1s to be wiſhed that theſe gentlemen 
would keep their curſes for domeſtic conſumption. 

Here it may be intereſting to notice for a moment 
ſome of the ſtrange ſtimulating logic diſhed up on 
ſuch occaſions - ſuch as, that Voltaire was an atheiſt— 
that Voltaire was a Frenchman—that all democrats are 
attached to be French, therefore that all Frenchmen and 
_ democrats are atheiſts. Now this is good reaſoning, but 
it renders no reaſon why I ſhould pay an extra tax. But 

The names of Jetferſon, Burr, Maddiſon, Monroe, Baldwin, Diekinſon, 


Prleſtly, Callatin and Samuel Adams, are too mighty for the attacks of ephemerals. 
Thoſe might have ranked among the great, wiſe and mighty men, bad rhey poſſeſſed 
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ihe contempt for the people which characteriſas the agents of delnſon. 
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Rouſſeau, D' Alembert and Diderot were infidels, and 
the maſons in Europe have become faithleſs, This 
ſtrengthens the argument; ſtill the connection be— 
tween all this and my money is wholly inviſible: but 
perfidious France is murdering the honeſt Germans 
and Ruſſians, and the Dutch have treated ſhamefully 
the Dake of York, and-the Egyptians are in danger of 
a revolution; all this is very important. 47 proves 
that the measures of our government are perfectly right, 
and that there is no occaſion for looking at home. But 
the Indians have ſtolen a horſe! By all means raise an 
additional regiment, But Truxton has taken the In- 
ſurgent, and we are now maſters of the ocean! Make 
the forests ring with your axes, fill the cena with ſhips; 
put your liberties afloat, Sailing will season them as it 
does liquors, But a foreigner infeſts your national 
councils, Amend your constitution. But a foreigner is 
at the head of your armies! Delusion commands Silence. 
But a howling atheiſt, who has crept into the third 
{tory of the federal bnilding, is proclaiming that my 
neighbor's opinion will not pick my pocket nor break 
my leg!“ This /hews the importance of associating re- 
ligion with government. | 

Not leſs deluſive than the orations are the toaſts on 
thoſe days, It is well known, that if you ſet up any 
thing, and pray for it and preach for it and toaſt it, the 
thing becomes of conſequence, But voluntary effuſions 
will not anſwer: committees muſt be appointed, and 
they give you, 1ſt, the president, 16 cheers three guns. 
Federaliſm uſed almoſt to fail in expreſſion. He was 
Adams and liberty, he was the rock, the pilot, inſhort 
every thing but a parith ſteeple; not a word about the 
vice-preſident! Next, millions for defence, but not a cent 
for tribute. Federaliſts riſe; make the air ring; cannons 
make your ſpeeches ; and if any growling jacobin ſhould 
damp the gencral joy, by ſpeaking of a tribute to the 
dey of Algiers, blow him into the air. Then **confusion 

* Je Appendix. 
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o the democrats nine cheers, Now when one claſs 
of citizens begin to exorciſe the other, the chances 
in favor of harmony and unanimity are wholly incal- 
culable. Again, “ Ze American Fair, their frowns on 
Aemocrats, end their exclusive Smiles. on federalists.” 
There, my good friends, your toaſts wont help you; 
t hoſe {miles are to be merited ; not won by toaſting, 

I have introduced this little {ſpecimen of toaſts to 
ſwell the liſt of deluſive arts which are practiſed to 
render palatable the meaſures of adminiſtration, and 
to give force to a remark, that on the fide of govern- 
ment have been prayers, ſermons, orations, toalts, 
offices, influence and treaſury ; and againſt the re- 
publicans, alien and ſedition laws; excluſion from of- 
tice; abuſe in and out of congreſs; reviling in newl- 
papers; and yet, with all this, at the end of 11 years, 
if the officers of government could be choſen under a 
new cenſus, there is a moral certainty of a great ma- 
jority in favour of the democratic candidates. This 
ſhews, in a ſtrong point of view, how little the ad- 
miniſtration has bottomed itſelf on the confidence of 
the people; zhe only basis on which a republic can regt. 

When deluſion has given command to attack the 
democrats on the ſcore of their attachment to the cauſe 
of France, the ſtage, the deſk and the preſs have been 
alike at his ſervice, Falſehood has borrowed the hun- 
dred tonguesof fame, and each tongue has had full em- 
ploy in detailing the enormities of the French, and in 
repreſenting theſe enormities as the objects of affec- 
tion with the republicans; but they ha veſhrunk from 
thediſtinction between thecauſeofftrugelingfr ecdom 
aud the enormities inſeparable from a revolution. 

Fo render ſuch baſe deluſions contemptible, let me 
call to your view the tottering thrones of Europe; the 
exhauſted finances of royal tyrants: ſee where feudal- 
im and vandaliſm had overipread kingdoms, ſunk in 
the calm of deſpotiſm, ſhrouded in the night of flaviſh 
deluſion: fee freedom, like the lightning of the hea- 
vens, burſting from the midſt of darkneſs in rapid 


55 

and tremendous flaſhes ; by this light fee freemen 
mounting to the top of the waves in the 7e-rpes?uons 
(ea of liberty, Wait with patience ; this ſea will foon 
be quieted ; that lightning will ſoon be ſucceeded by 
the day of freedom. Let not the convuls/9ns hich 
attend an unparalleled ſtruggle for freedom alarm 
you, who witneſled the spasms of our partial revoiu- 
tion. If with exceſs of pain and ſtrong cryings the 
blood returns into the veins of a man in a {tate of re- 
ſuſcitation, ſhall we wonder at the ſtrong convullions 
and inexpreſlible agonies which nations experience, 
when freedom, that vital fluid of fociety, after a ſuſ- 
penſion of goo years, is again made to flow freely in 
its veins? Writers may tell you of the cruelties and 
exceſſes of the French revolution; Britiſh writers 
told the ſame of us when we contended againſt them, 
Summon up the faults of the beſt of men, you may 
fill a page; thoſe of the worſt of men might emplcy 
a pamphlet ; thoſe of nations in a ſtate of peace would 
require volumes; and, in a ſtate of war, if their enc- 
mics are to be their biographers, the world would 
hardly contain a catalogue of their crimes, 

Lies told about the French, in Englith, Hamburg, 
Ruſſian and German papers for months, all concentra- 
ted in one federal paper, preſent a moſt horrid charac- 
ter of that people, This concentration even for years 
is condenſed into a cannibal's progreſs, and the picture 
becomes monſtrous indeed. Suppoſe that all the #72 
accounts of murders, robberies, extraordinaryreptiles, 
ducls, ſentences of courts and executions in America, 
for one year, were to be republiſhed with only the 
common exaggerations of a ſecond impreſſion: and it 
to theſe ſhould be added, by thoſe who are fond of the 
marvellous, many wonderful prodigies of fraud and 
cruelty, monſtrous beaſts and reptiles, calculated 
to impreſs the reader with horror; together with 
al! the commentaries, which in the caurſe of that 
year had been made on theſe publications, by the 
decided and rancorous enemies of the people, gova 
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ernment, climate and manners of America; and 
the whole publiſhed in the compaſs of a pocket 
volume, by an editor keenly determined to ruin 
our character; and then let this be read by a man re- 
ſolved to believe the worſt of us; pray what would 
be his impreſſions? why he would conſider Amer. 
ica as the off-ſcouring of the earth; as a den of cru. 
clty ; as a refuge for wild beaſts and hideous rep. 
tiles. Juſt as good have been your means of intelli— 
gence about France. Not one perſon who had any re- 
putation of friendſhip for that nation has addreſſed 
you on the ſubject. Hence it has been thought regu- 
lar for every royaliſt to deal out his curſes on France; 
to conjure up Satan to make up his deficiency of 
Janguage to abuſe them ; and, having ſent them on a 
journey to the infernal world, the next taſk was to 
ſend after them all who retained a belief, that though 
many of their meaſures were indefenſible on cool ra- 
tional principles; that though in their mighty con- 
vulſions and tremendous wars they had ſometimes 
been exceſlive ; yet that their cauſe was good, and 
that the Lord reigned and guided the ſtorm, 

On this {ſubject of elections, deluſion always raiſes a 
great cry about the ng and oute, and it is {aid by the 
inn, that the ouzs wiſh to be in. This is always ſaid by 
the ſame claſs of men; but how can it be true in the 
preſent caſe; for, according to their own ſtatement, 
the public officers retire poor and the others could do 
better at home. Now one or the other {ide of this 
propoſition muſt be true. If then theirs be true, that 
there are conſtant outgoings of difintereſtedneſs and 
patriotiſm, why ſo unwilling that others ſhould ſhare 
the burden? Is it becauſe they would not govern as 
well as zou? Suffer me to ſay you are miſerable judges 
on this point, and your modeſty ought to preclude the 
{uggeſtion. But ſuppoſe there are immenſe advanta- 
ges attached to the ins; ſuch as the holding as tenants 
in common all the powerin the country; diſtributing 
all the money, all the offices; living on the beſt, keep: 
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ing the firſt of company; forming important connee- 
tions and providing for friends.“ If, ſays the vene- 
rable Pelat iah Webſter, ** the ins do not know how to 
appreciate ſuch advantages, I pity not them ſo much 
as the fools whoſend them.“ The {ix dollars a-day, or 
four or five or twenty thouſand dollars a year, form 
the ſmalleſt item in the account. Will you ſay, we 
have reſponſibility to balance theſe extras?” Tell of 
the reſponſibility of nine- pins and rattle-boxes ! pray 
where is your ability to reſpond, if by your miſman- 
agement you take millions of money from the people, 
or waſte thouſands of lives in a uſeleſs quarrel? Open 
your purſes and ſee whether you have ſmall change to 
pay for principles dearly aſſumed, but idly ſacrificed ; 
for expected bleſſings, thro' your means, turned into 
curſes founded on interminable intereſt ; for ration- 
al freedom turned, by your deluſive meaſures, into 
ſlavery unchangeable. Will you ſay that your char- 
acters are to pay the bill? alas! while the ſcrutiny is 
making they will vaniſh, This reſponſibility is all a 
deluſion, The ins have privileges in abundance, and 
it was once ſaid that in a free government theſe 
ſhould be in rotation. Will you ſay that all mankind 
are alike, and in ſimilar ſituations would equally be- 
tray ? Be it ſo, when the people let the power goout 
of their own hands they will always be betrayed, 
Take away the ſovereignty of the people,which always 
rests in unbiassedF elections, and all the reſt is not worth 
contending for. Take this away, and it is of no moment 
to the people whois preſident or vice-preſident—who 
are ſenators and members, or who are the heads of de- 
partments ; for when that is gone, all the reſt will 
ſooner or later go: but 'tis of infinite moment to the 
people to know and feel, that if the elected do not 


And speculating in land- warrants. 

+ A merchant turns out of employ the man who is ruining him. He never waits 
to philosophise and say, Why all men are knaves, This man has almoſt ruined 
me and I may as well become bankrupt through bis means as through another's.” 

} Unbiassed by falſehood, clerical influence and terrorim : the bias of truth can 
do no wrong. Opposition to false bias serves the cause of truth, and produces a re- 
ectioa; drgadful to political importance, | 
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conform, they ſhall not be re- ele ced. This forms a 
reſponſibility, which once eſtabliſhed, might preſerve 
a free republic for ever; and this maxim is the corner 
ſtone of republicaniſm, This is the rock founded on 
which a building would ſtand ſtrong in the day of the 
floods and winds, Republicaniſm may bid defiance to 
deluſion, whenever the people ſhall have firmneſs and 
weight enough to balance preſident, vice-preſident, 
ſenators, repreſentatives, heads of department, diplo- 
matic corps, armyenavy, together with all the ſubordi- 
nate agents which new meaſures place it in the power 
of rulers to appoint and {ſupport independent of them, 

Another electioneering deluſion is, Zhat the Au- 
rora and other republican papers are full of lies, and 
the concluſion is, that the federal papers are full of 
truths,” Here let meaſk how often did the federal 
papers drown, ſhoot, or mailacre Buonaparte, while 
in Egypt? How often was Suwarrow victorious 
when he was flying before the French? How often 
was Moreau's army defeated by the humane conquer- 
or of Iſmacl? How often was Holland taken by the 
Duke of York? How often has rebellion been com- 
pletely quelled in Ireland? How many illuminats have 
been found in this country? How often has Mr. Roſs 
been governor of Pennſylvania? How completely did 
Mr. Monroe fail of his election to the chair in Virgi- 
nia? What great federal converſions has beenwrought 
in North Carolina? What plots in the South? and fi- 
nally, when nearly all the federal papers in the laſt 
year publiſhed the ſucceſs of the federal ticket in New- 
York, and added, that democracy would never again 
raiſe its head there :I aſk how true was it? The fede- 
ral papers tell you that all NewEngland is federal; and 
even the fame Boſton papers, which announce 20,000 
votes in favourof the democratic ticket, proclaims the 
integral federaliſm of that ſtate : but unfortunately 
the federaliſts came in ſuch throngs and ſo darkened 
the air, that 20,000 of them got benighted and voted 
tor Gerry. Deluſion, theſe are thy weak tricks! 
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Well, ſay theſe deluders, let the democrats have 
their way, they will appoint a preſident who will turn 
out all the old tried officers, and put a ſet of men in 
their place, who would annihilate the funding ſyſtem 
and bring confuſion out of order: then goes national 
character: for theſe men have no idea of honeſty or 
public faith; but theſe democrats who beſt know their 
own calculations, profeſs that a preſident of their 
choice would probably retain in place all men who 
had ſerved faithfully, As to their principles he might 
well calculate to find them in a bundle with their in- 
tereſts, and in a few weeks they would draw well in 
republican geers, The funding ſyſtem would be anni— 
hilated as faſt as means to diſcharge it could be pro- 
cured, Theſe would reſult from ſavings, by calling 
home the deplomatic corps and the ſhips of war; by 
retrenching offices at home; ſalaries and unneceflary 
expences, and by the proceeds of our immenſe welt- 
ern territory, and no laws would be made to prevent 
the citizens of other countries from coming to aſſiſt 
us in the reduction of it. Probably a new adminiſtra- 
tion would ſtop the building of the federal city, 
and leave its unfiniſhed walls as a monument to 
future ages of the magnificent plans* of men, who 
once undertook to be the rulers of a free people ; and 
that thoſe whoare hereafter to lament on another ſub- 
ject, may here practiſe their notes of ſorrow, and ſay, 
* Federal Babylon is fallen, is fallen!” that great ci- 
ty, which in the ordinary courſe of things would have 
been the refuge of every hateful bird, and the recepta- 
cle of the abominations of the whole earth. The ſyſtem 
of a new adminiſtration would be leſs directed to fe- 
deral greatneſs than the preſent ; our militia would be 
made ſtrong ; unlimited confidence would be placed 
in the people, and our conſtitution would be firmly sup- 
ported, Now | belicve that ſuch would be the courſe 
of a new adminiſtration ; yet it is poſſible that they 
might ſeize a creditor and drag him to prilon inſtead 

* See Appendix. | 
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of his debtor : they may hang the witneſſes in a cauſe 
inſtead of the condemned culprit; they might {ell the 
country, and themſelves and families at auction ; 

might declare war againſt their own characters and 
principles; and, like true harlequins bite their own 
heads off. Theſe things are full as probable as any 
of the electioneering deluſions dealt ont to you, 


Having under three general heads exhibited the 
prominent features of political deluſion, ſuffer me 
to apply the ſubject in an addreſs to the nine tenths 
of ſociety. 

When you ſee, my brethren, the moſt deſpotic 
and tyrannical adminiſtrations in the world defend- 
ed by the ableſt pens, braveſt armies, and moſt ſhi— 
ning abilities, you ſurely will not believe that a 
combination of all theſe in our own is a conclifive 
argument of its goodneſs, Men have written and 
ſpoken like angels, and fought like blood-hounds, in 
defence of deſpotiſm and tyranny, 

I have pointed to you the line which diſtinguiſhes 
you, the people, from that claſs of men whole inter- 
elts are oppoſed to thoſe of the people, by naming 
to you the acts which mark this diſtinction. Not 
more oppoled to religion are the world, the fleſhand 
the devil, than are the ſubtlety, avarice and pride of 
the one tenth, to the rights of the nine tenths in ſociety, 

Newly initiated politicians, and anniverſary ora- 
tors, having juſt learned the delightful machinery 
of cnergetic government, are apt to wonder how 
a people, who enjoy the ſun and moon and tides, 
according to Staitord's Almanac, and whoſe lands 
produce in plenty, can wiſh for another ſyſtem of 
meaſures; but 'tis not by authority of the United 
States that the heav ni bodies revolves; not by rea- 
ſon of the intereſt of our court in the court of heaven, 
that we have ſpring and autumn, heat and light, fine 
crops and abundant markets. The praiſes of admin- 
iſtration have been ſang from the one end of the con- 


61 
tinent to the other. Amuſed by this, your exer- 
tions have hitherto been devoted ſolely to the pro- 
motion of this one tenth, to the neglect of your- 
{clves:* they have taken rank with the mighty 
men of the earth: while you, hewers of wood and 
drawers of water, have been“ crouching down be- 
tween two burdens.” 'Tis true you have as yet no 
titles of nobility ; but who cares for titles of nobil- 
ity, provided you do not. give with them wealth 
and influence? What would a duke in England be, 
if he had no property, nor credit, nor a ſeat in the 
houſe of lords? Fill a man with wealth and power, 
and he is in fad a peer of the realm. The nature of 
things is not changed by names; an eagle would not 
ceaſe to be gold, though you ſhould politely call it 
a York 5ix-pence ; nor would a cent experience the 
mighty power of a tranſmutation of metals, though 
you ſhould call it an eagle. The man who can hold 
a ſupreme court in his cabin; {ſentence men to death, 
from which there can be no appeal nor reprieve, 
and haug them by dozens to the yard-arm for offen- 
ces, Which in civil ſociety might have coſt them a fine 
of 7 dollars, can never reſpect the people. The man 
who can gain an appetite for breakfaſt, by ſeeing 
100 laſhes, ſeverely beſtowed, on half a ſcore of ſol- 
diers, for ſpeaking lightly of fome upſtart adjutant, 
ſome privileged couſin of ſome influential man, can 
never reſpect the people. Martial and naval laws are 
fatal to freedom, and ought never to be in force, ex- 
cept at the moment of actual invasion, A man, attach- 
ed to the diſtinctions of being and bleſſedneſs be- 
tween the admiral and the failor, the general and 
toldter, can never contemplats a condition of equal 
rights without contempt. He ſees the ſoldier and 
{ailor taken from the nine tenths of ſociety, ſubmit- 


It is a notizeable ſact, that no ſooner does a member of congreſs resigi than 
the people are very anxious to find ſome honorable place for him to reſt in after the 
cxcessive fatigue of federal legiſlation, and for this purpolc the people of Connec- 
ticut generally place him at the council board. 
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ſenſe of connection, and is full as likely to appoint a 
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ting to humiliations abhorrent to the cauſe for which 
he profeſſed to enliſt ; and hence concludes that the 
claſs of men, from whom they were taken, deſerves 
nothing but laſhes and contempt, 

The luxurious courtier, who muſt have his peaſe 
and ſalmon, before the froſt has left the earth, or the 
ice the rivers, and who loaths the fight of vegetable 
or animal food in the ſeaſon of it; who rides in a 
gig with half a dozen lacqueys behind him; who 
curſes every tavern-keeper; excommunicates eve— 
ry cook, and kicks over the table, becauſe his eggs 
were not brought to him in a pre-exiſtent ſtate; 
can never have any opinion of the p/cb;zans who are 
toiling to furniſh the means of his ſplendor, 

The man who, raiſed by the people from 25 and 
so cent habits, to a lucrative eſtabliſhment ; from a 
plain to a ſumptuous table; from a laborious profel- 
ſion to the brilliant region of levees and courts; 
from the company of farmers to the ſociety of fo- 
reign miniſters; and from obſcure life to the top 
ridge of the federal mountain, muſt look down on 
the people, No ſhade-wilted belle ever looked 
with more {corn on the ruddy milk-maid, than does 
ſuch an elevated Proteus on his fog-benighted con- 
ſtituents. He looks up and ſees ſome (till greater be- 
ings about him ; but wiſely calculates that the ſame 
power, which raited him from nothing can make a 
man-mountain of him, Feeling that more power 
would be welcome to himſelf, he endeavours to fill 
all his ſuperiors with as much power as poſlible. 
Charged with this mighty proje&t, he forgets all 


lieutenant-general and inſpector-general without an 
army as with. He is for making his fourth-proof 
and common-proof fea-commanders, by the ponipous 
title of vice-admirals and admirals, even without a na- 
vy; and in all this dream forgets that at home he left 
an abundance of generals, wholed numerous flocks 
and herds ; and that the uncut navies of his native 
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fate were full of admirals with axes on their ſhoul- 
ders.“ But full of his immenſe project, he writes 
long letters to his conſtituents, of things paſling 
ſtrange and wondrous pitiful ;—©* how that the 
honor of America would not ſuffer her to ſend to a 
foreign court, men,whom that court could not with 
honor receive, and how thoſe good men, aftcr 
ploughing much water, found themſelves, as they 
expected, ill received; and how they came back a- 
gain, and how much they had been aſſailed by the 
rear guard of the alphabet; and how every nation has 
a right to ſend ſuch men abroad as they pleaſe ;F and 
concludes, by telling the people that they muſt be 
mad, and muſt put cockades in their hats, and be 
mad for many days, and muſt have great talks, and 
raiſe an army of officers, and make out a valuation, 
on which the moſt loyal ſlate in the union, ſhould have 
the honor of paying a tax one year carlier than the reſt; 
and how the people muſt truſt the reins of govern- 
ment wholly in the hands of the conſtituted autho- 
rities ; for that troubleſome times are coming.“ 

As all this appears to come from one of our own 
fleſh and blood, it appears highly plauſible and is 
readily ſwallowed; but it never occurs, till all is 
over, that this ſame man, though one of us, is now 
tranilated into another ſtate of being; that he has 
new hopes, new objects, more enlarged conceptions ; 
that inſtead of being our repreſentative, he has be- 
come a repreſentative of the United States. It never 
occurs that this man's greatneſs is mightily enhan- 
ccd, if he can be a maſter workman in the ſhop, 
were all theſe generals, and admirals, and envoys, 
and officers* commiſſions, and taxes are manufactured. 
It never occurs that all that he pays of the expence of 
this buſineſs, will be only ſome decimals of the units, 
which we pay him over what his ſervices are worth, 


* Theſe are generals and admira!s whom Americans will always revere. 
1 The X, X, Z buſineſs excited much agitation. Of its merits I am ignorant: 
but am perſuaded that if any attempt ſhall be made to excite the people; in coule- 
queace of any reſult of the preſent miſſion, the conſequences will be unpleaſant, 
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Now if the contempt of theſe great men for the 


nine tenths of ſociety were all, it might be borne ; 


but immenſe ſums mult be levied by them in order 
to ſupport their ſplendor and their ſchemes of great. 
neſs. I have avoided to ſpeak to you of nnaccounted 
for millions; but nave PRESENTED SYSTEMS BY WHICH THE 
WEALTH OF THE WORLD is TO BE WASTED, AND THE BLOOD 
OF MILLIONS is TO FLOW; yet it may be well for you 
to know that the ſupport of your government now 
amounts to 42, ooo dollars a day :* that this expence 
has been, and is increaſing; and that, in the laſt fel: 
ſion, it was found impoſllible to provide ways and 


means to raiſe the 15 millions of dollars for the ex- 


pences of the preſent year. The ſecretary propoſed 
a ſtamp duty on transfers of real eſtate. The com- 
mittee of ways and means propoſed a national lotte- 
ry, which might annually raiſe from 100 to 150,000 
dollars; and the ſame committee reported the expe- 
diency "of impowering the preſident to borrow 
3, 500, ooo dollars for the ſervice of the preſent year, 
Large loans are convenient ſops for a greedy ſink- 
ing fund—when public reſources fail, and public 
good requires ſome object to be compaſſed too aban- 
doned to juſtify a tax or a ſubſcription, a lottery 
is often propoſed, and in the ſcheme immenſe advan- 
tages are offered to the purchaſer : no l/ess then one 
chance in 2 5,000 to draw the higheſt prize. An old 
ſoldier would be ſhot at for one cent, if his chance 
of being killed was no greater than one in 25,000 ; 
but worle than bad chances, the ſinews of induſtry 

maſt be cut in the purchaſer: relying on dame fortune 
he muſt quit dame induſtry; for they keep their lod- 
gers at different hotels. Scarcely two and a half blanks 
70a prize! and why ſhould not fortune deluge a man 
for this once, when before ſhe had never dropped on 
him a particle of her dew ? But the fortunate adven- 
turcr muſt reſign 15 per cent. in order to entitle him 
to a draw-back of 15 per cent, in his chance for 
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ruin; and the woe-worn diſappointed blank-holders 
are taught to wait for another ſcheme and better ſtars. 
All this bears in front the marks of deluſion, and 
it is far better to be thus deluded than to have money 
raiſed upon us by indirect means. When my tax- 
maſter fears to preſent me his bill, leſt I ſhould aſk 
the whys and wherefores, he contrives in ſome artful 
way to pick my pockets. He knows that I have paſ- 
ſions, propenſities and wants. These he taxes in the 
articles which contribute to my ſupply or indulgence, 
He ſees that ſtreams of wealth are flowing into the 
treaſury thro'the medium of ſugar hogſheads and tea- 
cheſts, I feel that my reſources are expending : he 
cheers me up with, fear not, the hairs of your head 
are all numbered; to which I might well reply, yes, 
and all the pence in my pocket,” But lotteries draw 
money from the credulous; indirect taxes from the 
voluptuary: imperious neceſſity demands a ſtamp, 
and valuation tax: all will not ward off the dreaded 
criſis, Tho' in an individual the lending of money at 
8 per cent, is a crime, denominated by ſtatute corrupt 
and uſurious, and meriting a forfeiture of the whole 
ſam loaned; yet the exigencies of government drive 
them to procure the commiſſion of this crime, Then 
comes the moment for ſovereign deluſion to open all 
its batteries, the wounds of a bleeding country! juſt 
healing under the metallic tractors of Grenville, o- 
pened afreſh, by exterminating France: a country im- 
poveriſhed by too copious emanations of gratitude to- 
wards the revolutionary army, and overpowered by 
ſenſibility towards the dey of Algicrs, for ſuffefing 
us to exchange the moſt valuable productions of the 
carth, for the wine, oil and fruits of the Mediter- 
ranean : a moſt benevolent country, wiſhing to be on 
ſpeaking and hand-ſhaking terms. with every power 
in Europe, and obliged for that end to ſend abroad 
Ship Toads of diplomacy: a moſt equitable country! ſut- 
fer ing the irruptions of lawleſs ſavages and the plots 
of ſeditious jacobins—muſt have an army ; muſt have 
a fleet, A warlike attitude commands peace, and 4 


7 — 


66 


peaceful conduct provokes wars; exertions muſt be 
made: poſterity muſt not be burdened with taxes, 


All this is cloſed with a flattering ſtatement of the 


financial condition of our country, and a few round 
periods, ſhewing the proſperity of our country as 
flowing from the greateſt quantity of wiſdom, pru- 
dence and patriotiſm that was ever made into one 
compoſt, ſince the creation of the world.“ 

Surely the nine-tenths of our people have too much 
Sense and firmness to Sacrifice their political all to such 


fatse artifices. 


Moſt of the deluſions which I have named to you, 
will be practiſed on you at the approaching preſiden- 
tial election, and then deluſion, ever buſy and inven- 
tive, will aſſume new and potent forms, proportioned 
to the immeuſe importance of that occaſion, Some 
candidates will be propoſed to you, whoſe whole {yf. 
tem conſiſts of the deluſions which I have explained: 
but was our revolution atchieved? did the great God 
guide the ſtorm in order to land us in the harbour of 
peace and freedom, and yet is the whole ſcene to be 
clouded with the burſting of crackers, and raiſing of 
{ry-rockets? Republicans be awake—the day is more 
important than any day of your revolution. Now re- 
publicaniſm dies or lives for ever. Your candidate is 
a tried patriotand ſtateſman, It is not the atheiſt Jef. 
ferſon ; not the infamous diſcoverer of a ſtandard of 
welghts and mealures by the vibrations of a pendu- 
lum; not the basc author of the letter to Mazzei. Fe- 
deraliſts need not apprehend that ſuch a man is to 
be held up; but your candidate is, 

JEFFERSON, preſident of the philoſophical ſociety, 
who, in all his communications to them, has ſpoken 
reverently of the wiſdom and goodneſs of God ;T the 


We are often advised to composure under any real or supposed grievances ; 
because other nations are suffering more. As well might you compose a man un- 
der the scourge of the lash, by telling him that others are writhing under the tor- 
tures of the inquisition; or a man severely afflicted by the gout, that others are sus- 
taining the agoujes of amputation, However excellent may appear the system of 


public measures to those, who are basking in the sunshine of power, it is certain 
that the democrats have not been on beds of rotes. 


+ See Appendix: 
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man who in his writings has ſpoken reverently of the 
chriſtian religion, and has for years ſupported at his 
own expence a preacher of the goſpel ; a man of un- 
queſtionable morality both in theory and practice; a- 
miable in private life; holding the ſecond office in 
your government by the free ſuffrages of the people; 
the ingenious dilcoverer of a perfect ſtandard of 
weights and meaſures, and the man who in public, 
as well as private, has dared to ſpeak truths galling 
to federal ears; has dared to ſay that we had men, 
who preferred the calm of deſpotiſm to the tempeſt- 
nous Tea of liberty; that we had an ariſtocratic, 
monarchic, Britannic faction in this country. Know- 
ing accurately the power of deluſion, he ventured to 
predict, that after the war there would be a relapſe 
of ſpirit in the people; that abuſes would creep in 
and continue, till a criſis, when, by the energy of the 
people, our rights would revive; or, ?7// they ſhould 
expire in a convulſion: and herein he predicted this 
very day. Our ſpirit has declined; groſs abuſes have 
crept inz we have a powerful ariſtocratic, monar- 
chic, Britannic faction; but by a due exertion of your 
conſtitutional right of election, your rights may yet 
revive; and the man who predicted this, lives to re- 
ceive the teſtimony of your reſpect and confidence, 
the withholding of which may lead you to the ſad 
cataſtrophe of ſeeing your dearly earned rights lite- 
rally expire in a convulſion. 

However you. may be agitated on the ſubje& of 
religion, reſt aſſured, that you are not to depend on 
any adminiſtration of government for the proſperi- 
ty of Zion, You will not, like the people of En- 
gland, expect that examples of piety, iſſues of grace, 
and ſtreams of ſalvation, are to flaw from his moſt 
ſacred majeſty, and the titled flaves which compoſe 
a luxurious court. The chariot wheels of ſalvation, 
are far different from the chariot wheels which are 
to be rolling round the ſtreets of the federal city, 
with loads of domeſtic and imported infidelity, 
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Finally, republicans, be ſtrong: tho' they, who are 
oppoſed to you may ſay, „we are called legion; for we 
are many, fear not their numbers. Though they may 
offer you all the kingdoms in the world in conſidera- 
tion of your ſubmiſſion: tho' they may ſay, follow 
us, and ye ſhall be as gods, heed them not: their buſi- 
neſs is to delude you. Singular as it may ſeem, though 
you have been called infidels; yet you have to com- 
bat ſyſtems deſtructive to religion: though you have 
been called jacobins; yct you have to contend for 
that equal rational freedom which no jacobin ever 
ſought : tho? you have been called infernals ; yet you 
have the ſame enemies to fight which the ancient 
church had: you have principalitiesand powers, and 
the rulers of the darknets of this world, and ſpirit- 
ual wickedneſs in high places, with the prince of the 
power of the air at the head of them. Though a 
government which you equally obtained and equal- 
ly ſupport, has been directed both in language and 
laws againſt your feelings, liberties and rights; yet 
you have waited peaceably, tho' impatiently, for the 
day of your conſtitutional deliverance, Soon will 
your prifon doors be ſet open; the day to redeem 
yourſelves from great and little tyrants is at hand, 
If you have firmneſs to meet the criſis, and faithful- 
ly to act your parts in it, you may ſhout, for your 
redemption is at hand, | 
But if in any of you preſent, deluſion has wrought 
its perfect work, if you have bowed the knee to the 
political Baal: if you are laviſhly devoted to the 


-Self.-stilzd friends of order and good government, 


then bid an eternal adieu to the freedom which you 
never merited; prepare your necks for the yoke ; 
hail Iſachar as your venerated anceſtor ; fay to delu- 
fion, ** thou art my father,” and to the funding ſyſtem, 
federal city, foreign intercourſe, army, navy, e 
are our brethren and sisters, 


THE END; 
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NATIONAL DEBT. 


1. The Amount of Public Debt is thus ſtated by the Se- 
cretary of the Treaſury.  . ; » ,,, . 


On the 15t of 3 790. tn, 

Dolls. Cts. 
Foreign, domeſtie and aſſumed debt, - 72,237, 301 97 
On the iſt of January, 1791, - - 76,78 15953 15 
On the iſt of January 1800 - - - - 79,403,820 30 


. The committee of Ways and Means, acting on the ſame 
hell, Preſent the total debt, 


January 1, 1790, at 71, 305,559 64 


1791, 74, 185, 596 82 
1800, 70, 212,719 16 


The firſt ſtatement ſhews an increaſe of the debt according to the Secretary. 
The ſecond ſtatements ſhews a decreaſe of the debt according to the committee. 
Though Congreſs did not act on the report of the committee; yet an impreflion-of a 
decreaſe of the debt has been left to influence the public mind during the receſs of Con- 
;reſs, To prevent any undue impreſſion, Mr. Gallatin has publiſhed a view of the 
public debt, receipts and 1 the reſult of which is as follows: 


z. Debt January 1, 1800, - - - - 79,202 631 15 
January 5 ä 27 
Nane increaſe of debt from 1 790 


o 9,462,264 88 


From the amount of increaſe he deducts 
all the funds actually acquired by go- 
vernment, and which may poſſibly be 
applied towards the reduction of the | 
% ͤ Mm. „ 37243,071 32 


6,219,193 56 
Jo this add abe das to U. S. and caſh &c. 438,125 Lid 


Leaving for true amount of increaſe, 6,6 $7,319 44 
7 oY ; 


Part of Principal of debt, 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


From the opening of the Government in 1789 to Jann. 
ary 1, 1800. 


RECEIPTS. 


Dolls. Ct, 
From Balances due, - - - 302,667 13 
Loans. 25,775,795 „ 
Bank Stock, - - - - - - 1,384,260 
Lands, - - - 100, 339 8 
Revenue, - - - 54,242,213 54 
Sundries, - - - - 1, 12,092 76 
Profit on Exchange, - - 414,319 78 


Total, 843,346,688 61 


2 — »» 


EXPENDITURES. 
Dolls. Ct: 
2,000,000 
20, 654, 847 30 
27,559,430 35 
4,205,415 34 
2,059,211 61 
14,988,404 3! 
6,298,010 53 
2,810,539 66 
2,710,823 51 


Subſcription to Bank, - 


Intereſt of debt LL a 
Civil Liſt, Eo ns : 
Miſcellaneous, - < - . 
Military Eſtabliſhment, - 
Navy: 3 
Foreign Intercourſe, - = 


Caſh in Treaſury, &c. 


« 


—— — 


83, 340, 688 61 


— 


This laſt article of expenditure, viz. caſh on hand, is 


eſtimated in the former calculation as applicable towards 
the reduction of debt. 


Though large ſums have been applied to the payment of p-in:ipal and ĩatereſt of 
gelt; yet the delt has i reed. We have oaly charged creditors, 
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EXPENDITURES 
For the ſervice of the year 1800, as calculated by the Se- 
cretary of the Treaſury. 


Dolls. Cts. 


Ci. 

1; WW ror the Civil Lit, - - - - 5562, 275 95 
50 Annuities and Grants, - - - 953 33 
F Mint Eſtabliſhment, - - - - - 13,300 

54 Foreign Intercourſe, - - 92, ooo 

þ An approbation for ditto, - - - 40,000 

; 


Expences of certain Treaties, - 244, ooo 
Annuity to Algiers, - - +< - 24,000 
Valuation of Houſes and Lands, - 215,000 
Military Eſtabliſhment, - 4, 067, 200 
Sinking fund, intereſt, &c., * - - 4,910,908 69 
Annuities to Indians, - - - - 11,000 


30 Navy Eſtabliſhment, - - = - 2,482,953 99 
35 Military Penfions, - - - - - 93,000 
2 Cannon, Arms, ccc. - 260,000 
31 Appropriation, cee. 744,202 12 
8 Light-Houſes, ce. 98,240 3 
Miſcellaneous, s 34,000 
51 
Towards ſix 74 gun Ships. - - 1,300,000 
01 Wl For various Demands, - - - - - 200,000 
; Eſtimated amount of Expenditures. 5 
* 2 5 SE Fr of re 3 15,393,034 11 


— — ——— 


t of * This line was omitted in the firſt impreſſion, 


- = = 
264 as; 5 S — 
— — Org > + * — - 
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REVENUES 
Within the year 1800, according to the Secretary's eſtimate, 


— 


— — — 


TE Dolls. Cts. 
From Duties on Imports and Tonnage, 7, ooo, ooo 


Stills, Sales at Auction, Licen- g 

ces, Carriages and Stamps, 5 N 
Valuation Tax on Houſes and 
Lands, | 5 15200, 000 
Poſtages, T2 J, 
Fees, Dividends, Kc. - =- = - 265,258 SI 


Eſtimated amount of revenue for 1800, , 9,301,2 58 51 


Monies now in Treaſury, 2. 
1,000,000 


which may be applied 
Balance to be provided for, » 5509 1,775 60 
: 6,091,775 60 


—— — 


15,393,034 11 


The committee reported ſome deductions from the 
amount of expenditures on account of the ſuſpenſion of 
1 and of navy building and of monies in the 
treaſury but this laſt article was noticed in the ſecreta. 
ry's report, and if by any ſudden ſpaſm of economy a 
little ſhould be ſaved : yet.the probability is, that ex- 
pence under ſome of the heads may accumulate beyond 
the amount of calculations, made at a ſeaſon when it 
was found neceſſary to compoſe the public mind on the 
ſubject of national debt and expenditures. Whether the 
ſum ſhould exceed, or fall ſhort of 45 millions of dollars, 
yet the foregoing liſts will ſhew the objects of nation ex- 
penditure for the current year. 
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As this ſubject has excited much attention, I preſent 
the following ſtatement from Mr. Gallatin's late pub- 
lication. 


The Coft of the Treaty Was, 


To this add Annuity for four years (at 


actual colt) - -i-- - - 
Extraordinary Extortions, - 


288,493 
80,115 


——— ___—G 


Dolls. Cts. 
To be paid the Dey, - - - - - - 180,000 
The Dey's Family. - +< - 60,000 
Department of Treaſury - - 40,000 
Officers, from the chief Aga to 
the two cooks, - - < - 65,000 
Redemption of 100 Captives, 180,000 
Per Centage on the Captives, 27,000 
Other expences not enume- | 
c go, ooo 
Naval ſtores, ſtipulated at fit- | 
ty-ſeven thouſanddoll. coſt, 124,413 
Freight of the ſame to Algiers, 50,000 
J | 816,413 
Frigate Creſcent, and ſome ad- 
ditional expence for delays 
of payment 117,72 
Loſs "rifing from ſale of fix 3 
per cent. Stock, ' - 152,186 59 
Contingencies - - 45,064 44 
Total Expence of the Treaty, 1,131,391 3 


26 
71 


3 
* 


Making in all 1,500,000 - 


MILLIONS FOR DEFENCE ; BUT NOT A CENT FOR TRI- 
BUTE !! 
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BRITISH TRE ATV. 
* Doll. Cs, 


To Mr. Jay, for his outfit to make the 


ITY, Eee: oo 

For his paſſage to Europe, 3,708 51 | 

To pay incidental expences, I 0,000 | 

To pay in negotiating the | 

br,» OO RT A RR 5,000 | 

To get papers of captures, - 16,012 83 
52721 34 


— — _— 


Abſtract of Official Emoluments and Expenditures of certain 
Officers of the Cuſtoms in the United States, from 141 
January 1799, to I December 1799. 


1 2 3 | 4. Balance in 
. Names fawor of 
Diſtricts. of Officers. Emoluments | Expenditures, Officers . 
| Dollars. Cts. | Dallars. Cts. | Dollars. Ces. 
Portſmouth, Thomas Martin, 2,462 88 62s 55 1,837 33 
Salem, Joſeph Hiller, 4,909 It | 1,448 69 3,520 42 
Boſton, Benjamin Lincoln, 11,634 52 4,878 76 6,755 86 
ames Lovell, | 4,044 5 
q homas Melvill, 2,079 60 
1 New London, — Huntington, 3,757 29 136 67 3,620 62 
1 New Haven, David Auſtin, 2,009 264 555 9 1,421 171 
4. Middletown, C. Whittelſey, 2,913 90] 13309 79 2,744 11 
5 New-York, | joſhua Sands, 15,330 46 10,338 16 4,498 30 
\ Richard Rogers, ; | 4,963 67 
i John Laſher, | 3,915 74 
115 Philadelphia, [George Latimer, 16,334 45 | . 74315 41 [ 6,519 4 
14 Baltimore, Robt. Purviance, 16,346 79 7,661 80 8,734 99 
| | Charleſton, S C James Simonds. 175135 51 7377 83 9,257 67 
bi | 5 
14 The 2d column mews what we pay to theſe Officers; the 3d what they charge to 
) the U. S. for clerk-hire, ſtationary, office-rent and fuel, and other official expences ; 


and the 4th ſhews what they acknowledge to have received as a net balance for their 
ſervices in the courſe of eleven months. 


4 — * PE 


. — — 


I might add the expenditures of the Min and the FrDzx ar. CrTy, but enough + 


has deen preſented to ſhew, that economy does not characteriſe our financial operations 
and f:geral plans. 
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COUNSELLORS and MEMBERS or CON. 
GRESS. 
(See reference in page 32.) 
— 
In Connecticut theſe officers are choſen by the ſtate 


at large, not by diſtricts. In both claſſes nominations 


are firſt made, and the men nominated are generally un- 
known to the freemen : So true is this, that if the name 
of George Penroſe, or Henry H. Childs, were ſet in the 
liſt, they would ſtand a good chance of being within 
the firſt 18 for Congreſs or the firſt 20 for Council, 
though theſe men do not live in the ſtate. But for the 
ſake of giving permanency to theſe offices, the names of 
thoſe who have been in office are generally at the head of 
the liſt, and have a far greater chance of gaining the no- 
mination than thoſe near the foot of it. When the votes 
for counſellors are counted, if the ſenior counſellor of 
the laſt year ſhould be found to have the leg number 
within the firſt 20, yet he will be returned to the free- 
men as irt in nomination : whereas he ought to be the 
laſt, Place him /a/? and it would be next to a miracle 
if he ſhould be appointed. Place him fi, and he will 
ſurely be re- elected. If the houſe of repreſentatives at- 
tempt to alter this they are always negatived by the 
council. The council thus permanently fixed, are aſſo- 
ciated with the corporation of Yale college, which is ge- 
nerally compoſed of intelligent miniſters of the goſpel. 
This combination of Church and State, furniſhes a co- 
lumn of influence which has been hitherto uſed in tavor 
of the men in place. The right of the people to chooſe 
electors has been taken from them. Their right to have 
the man returned as firſt in nomination, whom they 
placed firſt, has been taken from them : Multitudes of 
freemen have ceaſed to attend freemen's meetings, from 
2 perſuaſion that with their beſt exertions, they will be 
unable to effect any thing; and it really is not important 
for them to re · aſſert their rights of election, till they 
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have reſolved to break the enchantments and baniſſi the 
deluſions which encompaſs them. 

The deluſion above explained, has been brought into 
partnerſhip with that of depriving the people of chooſing 
electors: both are now made ſubservient to federal pur- 
poſes—each ſtrengthens the other and the people are 
I at arms length from an intelligent exerciſe of ſuf. 

frage. 


THOMAS JEFFER SON. 


TIs diſtinguiſhed citizen is an eminent inſtance of 


integrity of character. From early life he has been con- 
ſpicuous. For years he has ſuſtained all manner of at. 
tacks. Now a candidate for the preſidency, all theſe 
attacks are concentrated in the ſingle object of proving 
him to be an infidel or an atheiſt. Some reliance has been 
placed on flying reports of what he has faid ; but theſe 
are not making any impreſſion. 'The whole 1s put in iſſue 
on the contents of his book, publiſhed in 1781, entitled, 
* Notes on Virginia.” 


The following extract is given in order to enable the 
reader to judge for himſelf. 


FIRST INPRESSION, PAGE 292. 


«© The errors ſeem not ſufficiently eradicated, that 
the operations of the mind, as well as the acts of the 
body, are ſubject to the coercion of the laws. But our 
rulers can have authority over ſuch natural rights only 
as we have ſubmited to them. The rights of conſcience 
we never ſubmitted, we could not ſubmit. We are an- 
iwerable for them to our God. The legitimate powers 
of government extend to ſuch acts only as are injurious 
to others. But it does me no injury for my neighbour 
to ſay there are twenty gods, or no god, It neither 
picks my pocket nor breaks my leg. If it be ſaid his 
teſtimony in a court of Juſtice cannot be relied on, reject 
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it then, and be the ſtigma on him. Conftraint ma 

make him worſe, by making him a hypocrite, but it 
will never make him a truer man. It may fix him ob- 
ſtinately in his errors, but will not cure them. Reaſon 
and free enquiry are the only effeQtual agents againſt 
error. Give a looſe to them, they will ſupport the 
true religion by bringing every falſe one to their tribu- 
nal, to the teſt of their inveſtigation, They are the na- 
tural enemies of error, and of error only. Had not 


the Roman government permitted free enquiry, c<hri/ti- 


anity could never have been introduced. Had not free 
enquiry been mdulged, at the era of the reformation, 
the corruptions of chriſtianity could not have been purg- 
ed away. If it be reſtrained now, the preſent corrup- 
tions will be protected and new ones encouraged. Was 
the government to preſcribe to us our medicine and diet, 
our bodies would be in ſuch keeping as our ſouls are 
now. Thus in France the emetic was once forbidden 
as a medicine, and the potatoe as an article of food. 
Government is juſt as infallible too when it fixes ſyſtems 
in phyſics. Galileo, was ſent to the inquiſition for af- 
firming that the earth was a ſphere : the government 
had declared it to be as flat as a trencher, and Galileo 
was obliged to abjure his error. This however at length 
prevailed, the earth became a globe, and Deſcartes de- 
clared it was whirled round its axis by a vortex. The 
government in which he lived was wife enough to ſee 
that this was no queſtion of civil juriſdiction, or we 
ſhoutd all have been involved by authority in vortices. 
la fact the vortices have been exploded, and the New. 
tonian principle of gravitation is now more firmly eſtab. 
liſhed on the baſis of reaſon, than it would be were the 
government to ſtep in and make it an article of neceſſa 

faith. Reaſon and experiment have been indulged, and 
error has fled before them. It is error alone which 
needs the fupport of government. Truth can ſtand by 
nlelf, Subject opinion to coercion : whom will you 

L 
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make your inquiſitors? Fallible men; men governed 
by bad paſſions, by private as well as public reaſons, 
And why ſubject it to coercion? To produce uniformi. 
90 But is uniformity of opinion deſirable? No, more 
than of face and ſtature. Introduce the bed of Procruſ. 
tes then, and as there is danger that the large men may 
beat the ſmall, make us all of a ſize, by lopping the 
former and ſtretching the latter. Difference of opinion 
is advantageous in religion. The ſeveral ſects perform 
the office of a Cenſor morum over each other. Is uni. 
formity attainable ? Millions of innocent men, women 
and children, ſince the introduction of chriſtianity, 
have been burnt, tortured, fined, impriſoned : yet we 
have not advanced one inch towards uniformity.— 
What has been the effect of coercion? To make one half 
the world fools and the other half hypocrites. To ſup: 
port roguery and error all over the earth. Let us refled 
that it is inhabited by a thouſand millions of people. 
That theie profeſs probably a thouſand different ſyſtems 
of religion. That ours is but one of that thouſand, 
That if there be but one right, and ours that one, we 
ſhould wiſh to ſee the 999 wandering ſects gathered into 
the fold of truth. But againſt ſuch a majority we can- 
not effect this by force. Reaſon and perſuaſion are the 
only practicable inſtruments. To make way for thee, 
free enquiry mult be indulged ; and how can we wiſh 
others to indulge it when we refuſe it ourſelves. - But 
every ſtate, ſays an inquiſitor, has eſtabliſhed ſome re- 
ligion. No two, ſay 1, have eſtabliſhed the ſame. Is 
this a proof of the infallibility of eſtabliſhments ? Our 
filter ſtates of Pennſylvania and New-York, how- 
ever, have long ſubſiſted without any eſtabliſhment at 
all. The experiment was new and doubtful when they 
made it. It has anſwered beyond conception. They flou- 
riſh infinitely. Religion is well ſupported ; of various 
kinds indeed, but all good enough ; all ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve peace and order: or if a ſect ariſes whoſe tenets 
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would ſubvert morals, good ſenſe has fair play, and 
reaſons and laughs it out of doors, without ſuffering the 
ſtate to be troubled with it. They do not hang more 
malefactors than we do. They are not more diſturbed 
with religious diſſentions. On the contrary, their har- 
mony is unparalleled, and can be aſcribed to nothing 
but their unbounded tolerance, becauſe there is no other 


circumſtance in which they differ from every nation on 


earth, They have made the happy diſcovery that the 
way to ſilence religious diſputes, is to take no notice of 
them. Let us too give this experiment fair play, and 
get rid, while we may, of thoſe tyrannical laws. It is 
true we are as yet ſecured againſt them by the ſpirit of 
the rimes, I doubt whether the people of this country 
would ſuffer an execution for hereſy, or a three years 


impriſonment for not comprehending the myſteries of 


the trinity. But is the ſpirit of the people an infallible, 
2 permanent reliance ? Is it government? Is this the 
kind of protection we receive in return for the rights 
we give up? Beſides, the ſpirit of the times may alter, 
will alter. Our rulers will become corrupt, our people 
careleſs. A ſingle zealot may commence perſecuter, 
and better men be his victims. It can never be too of- 
ten repeated, that the time for fixing every eſſential 
right on a legal baſis is while our rulers are honeſt, and 
ourſelves united. From the concluſion of this war we 
ſhall be going down hill. It will not then be neceſſary 
to reſort every moment to the people for ſupport. They 
will be forgotten therefore, and their rights diiregarded. 
They will —— themſelves, but in the ſole faculty of 
making money, and will never think of uniting to effect 
a due reſpect for their rights. The ſhackles therefore, 
which ſhall not be knocked off at the concluſion of this 
war, will remain on us long, will be made heavier and 
heavier till our rights ſhall revive, or expire in a con- 
vulſion,” i 
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ce Fre the liberties of a nation be 1 bt ſecure when 
we have removed their only firm baſis, - conviction in 
the minds of the people, ns theſe liberties are of the 
gift of God?—That they are not to be violated but with 
fi wrath ? Indeed I tremble for my country, when Ire. 
flect that God is juſt, that his j ) cannot fleep for- 
ever,” Ke. 


he this the langoage of an atheiſt 5 


